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~ BACKGAMMON 
~ tit a «~eeL 

Robin Clay's new book has a 
beginner title, but don't believe it. 

Backgam.rrwn In A Week by Robin Clay. 
Published 1992 by Hodder & Stoughton Ltd.; 
Mill Road, Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent 
TNI3 2YA; England. Tel.: 0732 450111. 
Soft cover, 92 pages. Price: £5.99. 

When I saw the ad for British author 
Robin Clay's Backgam.rrwn In A 

Week in a recentBIBAfax newsletter, I 
thought, "What a great idea. Somebody has 
finally written a book designed to walk the 
novice through the basics of backgammon 
play in seven days." Not true. Backgammon 
In a Week contains dozens of problems that 
are debatable among the top 100 players in 
the world. 

The 7 %" x 5" book is beautifully 
presented in full color with tables, charts, 
graphs, 85 board diagrams and an ongoing 
photoquiz. The soft cover binding is of the 
highest quality. Unfortunately, the selected 
typeface (7 point Rockwell® I Light) is 
simply too small to make technical reading 
pleasurable (CHICAGO POINT is set in 10 
point type). 

The seven-chapter book is color-coded 
by days beginning with Monday in green 
(14 pages devoted to the mechanics and 
rules of play), Tuesday in pink ("Basic 
Strategy"), Wednesday in blue ("Traps, 
Ambushes & Blockades"), etc. Unfortu­
nately, by "Tuesday," many careless 
oversights, along with numerous errors in 
grammar and mathematics become evident. 
Diagram 22 on page 25, illustrating checker 
duplication, is a case in point (See above). 

Clay writes: 
"When faced with such a problem see if 

it is possible to place the two blots in 
positions where the number required to hit 
each blot is duplicated. Here Black should 
play 13/10, 6/4. Note how this move 

Diagram 22 from Backgammon In A 
Week. BLACK TO PLAY 3-2. 

duplicates the 3 so that White can only hit 
both blots if he gets double 3 (3 per cent 
probability), can hit one blot with any 3 (39 
per cent probability) and fails to hit any blots 
with all the rest of the dice permutations." 

The analysis is correct and for the right 
reasons, but shot-counting is careless. In 
fact, White can also hit both blots with 6-3, 
and can hit one blot with a 5-4. And note 

ARE DICE FATTENING? 

that the diagram only contains 14 White 
checkers. 

DIAGRAM 68 from page 67 is an extremely 
complex position. What's your play? 

Diagram 68 from Backgammon In A 
Week. BLACK TO PLAY 2-2. 

Clay correctly points out that "Black 
needs to lose some of his race advantage to 

[Continued on page 8] 

Mike Mooney's friend is encouraging him to "play with his food," according to wife 
Veronica. The Arizonian celebrated his birthday last month with a backgammon cake 
courtesy of a friend that obviously knows his tastes quite well. 
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HOW DO YOU SAY "CLUSTER 
COUNTING" IN SPANISH? 
Jack Kissane's article on Cluster Counting 
was excellent. I translated it into Spanish 
and we are going to distribute it amongst 
our players at next week's tournament. I'm 
mailing you a copy. Perhaps some of your 
Spanish-speaking subscribers would like a 
copy.-Mario Madrigal, president, Costa 
Rican Backgammon Association 

For a copy of the Spanish version of "Clus­
ter Counting," write CHICAGO POINT; 
2726 W. Lunt Ave.; Chicago,IL 60645-
3039.--Ed. 

THERE WAS VALUE IN 'DEVALUATION' 
A very good article by Bill Kennedy in 
your last issue ("Defensive Anchor De­
valuation"). It's one of those problems 
where I had accepted Bill Robertie's 
analysis in Championship Backgammon 
without giving it much thought. Kennedy's 
analysis was truly enlightening.-John 
0' Hagan, South Bend,IN 

[Continued on page 7] 

coming attractions 

MARK YOUR BACKGAMMON 
1 I J • I I 

by Carol Joy Cole CALENDAR 
' . '.,, 1 

14 , •• 17 .,, .... ~ 

313/232-9731 .... ~ 
• Denotes new or revised listing 

NATIONAL 
1993American BG Tour events underlined. 

Jan 8* Greater NY 2nd Mixed Doubles Tournament, Ramada Inn, Woodbury, NY 516/334-4833 
Jan 9 Springfield Series #3, Davy Byrnes Restaurant, Springfield, IL 217n89-6275 
Jan 1 0* Sunday Monthly Tournament, New York Chess & Backgammon Club, NY 212/302-5989 
Jan 12 Chicago Bar Point Club Awards Night, Pat's Pub, Norridge, IL 312/338-6380 
Jan 16 College Park Winter Open, Promenade, Bethesda, MD 301/530-0603 
Jan 17* Austin BG Assn. Sunday Quarterly, Bombay Bicycle Club, Austin, TX 512/280-5945 
Jan 17 New England Club Monthly, Sheraton Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/262-0173 
Jan 20 Rscards Winter Computer Modem Tournament, GEnie 800/638-9636 
Jan 20-24 10th Nevada State Tournament/Masters lnvit'l, Sands Hotel, Las Vegas 708/470-9491 
Jan 28 Flint Area Club Awards Night & Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 313/232-9731 
Jan 30 5th Hawthorne Classic, Hawthorne Race Course, Cicero, IL 312/338-6380 
Feb 6 Springfield Series #4, Davy Byrnes Restaurant, Springfield, IL 217n89-6275 
Feb 7* Bar Point Club Doubles Tournament, Braxton Seafood Grill, Oak Brook, IL 312/252-7755 
Feb 7* Colorado Open, J.L.'s Cheers, Denver, CO 303n78-11 05 
Feb 18 Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 313/232-9731 
Feb 19-21 15th Annual Charity Tournament Greentree Marriott Pittsburgh PA 412/823-7500 
Feb 21 New England Club Monthly, Sheraton Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/262-0173 
Feb 26-28 29th Gammon Associates Invitational Cavendish West Hollywood CA 818/901-0464 
Feb 28* 13th Illinois State Challenge Cup, Braxton Seafood Grill, Oak Brook, IL 708/378-5205 
Feb 28 Fleet Underwood Memorial & Benefit Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 313/232-9731 
Mar 6 Springfield Series #5, Davy Byrnes Restaurant, Springfield, IL 217n89-6275 
Mar 7* Denver Sunday Monthly Tourney, Crestmoor Downs Apts ., Denver, CO 303/388-8849 
Mar 12-14 Boston Open Sheraton Commander Hotel Cambridge, MA 617/262-0173 
Mar 18* Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 313/232-9731 
Mar 19-21 1993 Midwest Championships. Marriott Hotel. Oakbrook, IL 312/338-6380 
Apr 3* Springfield Series #6, Davy Byrnes Restaurant, Springfield, IL 21 7n89-6275 
Apr 4* Bar Point Sunday Tournament, Braxton Seafood Grill, Oak Brook, IL 312/252-7755 
Apr 16-18 41st Indiana Open Omni North Hotel Indianapolis IN 317/845-8435 
Apr 17 Springfield Series $1000 Bonus Tourney, Davy Byrnes, Springfield, IL 217n89-6275 
Apr 17 College Park Spring Open, Promenade, Bethesda, MD 301 /530-0603 
Apr 18* New England Club Monthly, Sheraton Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/262-0173 
Apr 21 Rscards Spring Computer Modem Tournament, GEnie 800/638-9636 
Aor30-May2 14th Granite State Open & Team Tourney Woodbound Inn Jaffrey NH 603/863-4711 
M.aY.1 Spring Gran Prix Embassy Suites Hotel La Jolla, CA 619/294-2007 
May 28-31 14th Chicago Open, Sheraton Suites Hotel, Elk Grove Village,IL 708/674-0120 
~ Michigan Summer Championships Novi Hilton Novi Ml 313/232-9731 
J.J.!l..lli College Park Summer Championships, Promenade Bethesda, MD 301/530-0603 
Jui30-Aug 1 * Pine Tree Pointiournament Alexandria Bay NY 716/442-8221 
Sep 3-6* National Labor Day Tournament. Indianapolis. IN 317/845-8435 
Oct 1-3* Towpath Inn Tournament. Turin NY 716/442-8221 
Oct 6-1 0* 3rd Illinois State Championships & America Cup Hyatt Deerfield IL 708/945-7801 
Oct 29-31 * New Hamoshire Fall Classic Sheraton Tara Wavfarer. Bedford NH 603/863-4711 
N.Qv...L Autumn Gran Prix Embassy Suites Hotel La Jolla, CA 619/294-2007 

Jan 9-12* 
Jan 14-17 
Jan 15-17* 
Jan 30-31 * 
Feb 1 
Feb 4-7 
Feb 11-14* 
Feb 12-14* 
Feb 13-14 
Feb 18-21 * 
Mar 1 
Mar 11-14 
Mar 22-28 
Apr 3-4 
Apr 5* 
Apr 9-12* 
Apr28-May2 
May 12-19 
May 13-16* 
May 29-30 

OUTSIDE USA 
Roskilde Open 1993, Kulturhuset, Roskilde, Denmark 046/327132 
2nd Dutch Open Championship 1993, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 3120/6254775 
7th Backgammon Championship, Hotel Klosterbrau, Seefeld/Tirol, Austria 08341/12825 
3rd Abne Jydske Championship, Arhus, Denmark 039/400607 
Hong Kong Club Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club 852/846-1923 
5th Pro-Am Tournament, Paradise Island Resort & Casino, Bahamas 301/299-8264 
7th Cannes International Tournament, Palais des Festivals, France 1/42 88 66 45 
4th Holland Open, Motel Gilze, Gilze, Holland 04167/77776 
BIBA Trophy Tournament No. 1, George Hotel, Solihull, England 0522/53 68 36 
4th French Open Championship, Hotel Lutetia, Paris, France 1/42 88 66 45 
Hong Kong Club Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club 852/8461923 
Ted Bassett & Gstaad Palace-Cup, Palace Hotel Gstaad, Switzerland 061/50 5816 
Casino de Vilamoura Portuguese Championships, Vilamoura, Portugal 4421/440 3428 
British Isles Open 1993 Trophy Tourney, Lawn Complex. Lincoln, England 0522/53 68 36 
Hong Kong Club Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club 852/846 1923 
5th Nordic Open Championships, Hotel Marinelyst, Elsinor, Denmark 039/40 06 07 
2nd Tournament of the Americas, Cariari Hotel, San Jose, Costa Rica 312/252-7755 
World Series of Backgammon, Crystal Palace Cas ino/Hotel, Nassau 
CANCELLED: Isle of Man Spring Tournament, Douglas, Is le of Man 
BIBA Trophy Tournament No.2, George Hotel, Solihull , Eng land 

4421/440 3428 
0624/851045 

0522/53 68 36 
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GARY KAY IS CHICAGO BAR 
POINT CLUB'S PLAYER OF 1992 

Doubles tournament (with wife Alice), 
won the August Summer Cool event, and 
in November, captured the Fall Trophy 
Tourney. A championship performance to 
say the least. 

Yamin Yamin edged him in the 1989 BPC 
race, 28.92 to 27.60. Tak Morioka slipped 
by 27.76 to 25.04 in 1990. His 20.00 points 
in 1991 earned him 4th place. But this year, 
Gary Kay has won the Chicago Bar Point 
Club "Player of the Year" title for 1992. 

Two new faces broke into the Top 3: 

Kay accomplished the difficult feat 
with steady play throughout the year. 
Although he led the master point race in 
nine out of 12 months, he never won a 
Player of the Month title. 

Don Jayhan and David Rubin. Don caught 
fire the second half of 1992, scoring 12.66 
points between July and December. David 
Rubin is another example of a chess master 
who can play backgammon. In his first full 
year of BPC competition, David finished a 
respectable third place. 

Join us when we honor these players and 
the rest of the Top 20 at the Bar Point Club 
Awards Night 11 January at Pat's Pub . .1. 

But Kay cleaned up on Bar Point Club 
special events. He won the February 

I CHICAGO 
BAR 
POINT 
CLUB 

1992 BPC PLAYER OF THE YEAR COMPILED 

GARYKAY 22.60 
DON JA YHAN 18.82 
DAVID RUBIN 17.28 
YAMIN YAMIN 16.72 
DEEB SHALATI 16.32 
STU KATZ 15.96 
MARY FRANKS 15.00 
DAVID ROCKWELL 14.48 
HOWARDMARKOWITZ 13.84 
TAK MORIOKA 12.72 
DAVECRAMER 12.48 
PAUL FRANKS 11.84 
PHYLLIS SMOLINSKI 10.32 
NORMA SHYER 10.32 
SARG SERGES 10.08 
JOHN DEMIAN 9.92 
DEAN MUENCH 9.52 
JOLIE LEWIS 9.32 
HOWARD RING 9.24 
JOHN BRUSSEL 9.20 
Tim Mabee 8.20 
Bob Zavoral 8.12 
Bobbie Shifrin 7.84 
Peter Kalba 7.68 
Marcy Sloan 7.60 
Lenny Loder 7.20 
Arline Levy 6.96 
Lucky Nelson 6.96 
Joann Feinstein 6.68 
Paul Friedman 6.48 
Bill Cox 6.24 
JakeJacobs 6.16 
Alice Kay 6.12 
Reggie Porter 5.92 
Bob Ebbeler 5.92 
Alex Itkin 5.84 
John Stryker 5.48 
Chris Stanford 5.28 
Ed Buerger 5.20 
Herb Roman 5.12 
V.W. Zimnicki 4.72 
Neil Kazaross 4.49 
Ralph Levy 4.40 

FINAL STAN DINGS THRU 31 DEC. 

Chris Kenik 4.32 
Leslie Lockett 4.08 
Roland Dieter 4.00 
Mark Kaye 3.84 
Richard Stawowy 3.80 
Bill Davis 3.68 
Paul Klein 3.60 
Lou Salzman 3.52 
Judy Brown 3.44 
Jeff Kane 3.36 
George Barr 3.20 
Peter Berkman 3.20 
Barry Miller 3.20 
Rene Wojtysiak 3.12 
Bill Keefe 3.04 
Jerry Brooks 2.96 
Joe Koucharian 2.60 
Andy Krenitz 2.56 
Devin Dallaire 2.56 
Jim Gibbs 2.56 
Steve Katz 2.56 
Femi Owiku 2.48 
Stan Kucharz 2.44 
Amy Trudeau · 2.44 
Marty Tatosian 2.40 
Frankie Farjood 2.36 
Tim Serges 2.20 
Scott Goode 2.16 
Andy Argy 2.00 
James Colen 1.92 
Wilcox Snellings 1.92 
Larry Y akowenko 1.84 
Fred Feldman 1.76 
Jeff Durkes 1.72 
Rich Galeba 1.72 
Harold Seif 1.68 
Georgina Flanagan 1.68 
Don Desmond 1.68 
Les Moshinsky 1.56 
Ron Stur 1.48 
Tony Schroeder 1.44 
Ray Baker 1.28 

Steve Sacher 1.28 
Maurice Barie 1.12 
Kathy Rudnick 1.04 
Mario Madrigal 0.96 
Graham Sievers 0.96 
Fred Gehlhoff 0.92 
Peter Naguib 0.88 
Bob Vining 0.88 
Jeff Gottesman 0.88 
Frank Frigo 0.88 
Ken Bond 0.88 
Gary Hines 0.80 
Jerry Hartsman 0.80 
Dan Judd 0.76 
Patrick Desmond 0.76 
Faye Schwimmer 0.72 
Tad Wilson 0.68 
Kurt Warning 0.64 
Jill Ferdinand-Brussel 0.64 
Harold Grote 0.60 
Katy Clark 0.56 
Larry Lau 0.56 
Marv Amol 0.52 
Larry Strommen 0.48 
Elaine Kehm 0.40 
Karen Kertz 0.40 
Kurt Schurecht 0.34 
Harry Hayward 0.32 
Earl Risch 0.32 
John Macaluso 0.32 
Phil Simborg 0.32 
Joan Hegg 0.28 
Betsy Miller 0.24 . 
Bill Gradl 0.24 
Gary Fritz 0.24 
Mark King 0.24 
Alan Zimmerman 0.24 
Bruce Russell 0.20 
J.A. Miller 0.20 
Jeff Peck 0.20 
Rudy Emmelot 0.16 
Mike Spiropoulos 0.16 

TAK MORIOKA finished 1992 on a high note, earning the highest monthly total of the 
year: 5.60 points. Springfield's Mark Kaye (3.84) and Marcy Sloan (3.44) were runner's up. 

January 1993 l1J 

PROUD PAPA 

Howard Markowitz has reasons to be 
proud. His upcoming Nevada State 
Tournament (Sands Hotel, 20-24 Jan.) 
is annually the biggest backgammon 
bash in the U.S. And last month, daugh­
ter Nikki competed in the Miss Illinois 
Beauty Pagent and graduated from 
Michigan State University with a B.S. in 
Building Construction Management. 

your move 

PROBLEM #189 

Tournament double match point. 
BLACK TO PLAY 6-6. 

HOME 

CHICAGO POINT 54 



insight 

ASK DANNY 

by Danny Kleinman 

GAMMON THREATS IN A THREE 
POINT MATCH 

Dear Danny: In one of our weekly 
tournaments at the Chesscafe in Tel­

Aviv, the following doubling problem 
arose. Could you please look it over and 
suggest the proper decisions? Needless to 
say, Black doubled, I took the cube, got 
gammoned and lost the match.-Joel 
Schiff, Ramat-Gan, Israel 

Match to 3 points. No score. Black on 
roll. CUBE ACTION(S)? 

DEAR JoEL: Your own words ("Needless 
to say ... "),'coming from a backgammon 
player of your experience and ability, sug­
gest strongly that White's take of Black's 
double is proper. You are right, of course. 

Black has a five point board and threats: 

(a) to hit two blots (4 rolls: 1-6 and 1-5), 
(b) to hit one blot retaining a future double 

shotatanother(7rolls: 1-4,1-3,1-2 
and 1-1), 

(c) to hit one blot only (8 rolls; 5-6, 5-5, 3-
6, 3-5 and 3-3). 

Against this, Black trails in the race, 
130 pips to 97, and has three men back 
(one on the bar). Of all five point boards, 
Black's is the worst. After sending a blot of 
White's to the bar, Black will still struggle 
to restrain that blot (if not close his board). 
It is easy to understimate the importance of 
having your higher points. Not only do 
they block an enemy blot entering in front 
of them, but they provide safe landing 
spots for the builders you bring to bear 
upon your open lower points. The builders 
Black must train on his open 6-point after 

hitting, in contrast, also yield fly shots for 
White from the bar-so long as Black 
diversifies them to maximize coverage. 

If Black enters without hitting (8 rolls: 3 
or 5 accompanied by 2 or 4), he leaves two 
outfield blots for White to hit. If Black dances 
(9 rolls: all combinations of even numbers), 
35 of White's rolls either cover the slotted 
1-point or hit a second man (some do both, 
while the 36th (double-4 's) lets White 
make either the 3-point or the bar point. 

White's take looks clear. The more 
challenging question is whether 

Black should double. I rolled this 
position out with White owning a 2-cube to 
verify my suspicion that Black's double is 
wrong. In 400 games, Black won 174, of 
which 82 were gammons; of White's 226 
wins, only 25 were gammons. Black's 
gammon threat made him a net favorite, 
but by only 10 points in 400 games, hardly 
a significant edge. 

I had a distinct impression during my 
rollouts that Black was inordinately lucky. 
To confirm this, I counted the games in 
which Black hit his initial19-number shot; 
250 (63% ), as against his theoretical211 
(53%), of which 60 (15%) were double 
hits, as against his theoretical44 ( 11% }­
better check my dice! 

With no score in a 3-point match, the 
player with a gammon threat has an unusu­
ally narrow "doubling window." If he 
leaves the cube untumed, gammons help 
him inordinately, for the 2-0 lead they 
produce makes him an easily calculable 
75% favorite, while cashing for a 1-0 lead 

yields slightly less than 60% chances. By 
doubling, he weakens the impact of his 
gammon threat. True, a gammon wins the 
match outright, but the fourth point is 
superfluous, so that gammons are worth 
only about the same as in money play. 

Despite the potential market loss in this 
highly volatile position when Black carries 
out his threats, Black shouldn't double. 
He'll be good enough to double-in that 
narrow window-only after hitting. If he 
hits two men, or White dances after Black 
hits only the blot on the 1-point, Black will 
lose his market. But then he can play on for 
an undoubled gammon with the cube ready 
for use if his position deteriorates.-Yours, 
Danny~ 

Questions for Danny Kleinman should be 
addressed to: Ask Danny, c/o CHICAGO 
POINT, 2726 W. Lunt Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60645-3039. 

Racing Game. 
Hawthorne Backgammon Classic 

Hawthorne Race Course 
Cicero, Illinois 

30 January 1993 
6:00P.M. 

Information: 
Bill Davis 3121338-6380/Peter Kalba 3121276-4144 

ACE POir~1~ BACKGM4MON CLUB 

Open Daily 

Michael Valentine, Director 
41 East 60th Street 

(Between Park Avenue and Madison Avenue) 

New York City 

3:00 P.M.-2:00A.M. 
Infonnation 

212/753-0842 

~C~H~IC~A~G~O~P~O~IN~T~5~4~============================~GLJ~====================================~Joo--ua-~~19~93 
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CLUB NAME 
Gammon Associates 
Gammon Associates 
Campbell Bridge & BG Club 
Backgammon Club of San Diego 
Backgammon Club of San Diego 
Chess Palace Backgammon 
San Francisco Backgammon 
San Francisco Bridge & BG Club 
Colorado Backgammon Assn. 
Crestmoor Backgammon Club 
No. Nevada Backgammon Assn. 
Pacific NW Backgammon Assn. 
Puget Sound Backgammon Assn. 

Bloomington-Normal BG Club 
North Club 
Prime BG Club of Chicago 
Chicago Bar Point Club 
Chicago Bar Point Club 
Central Illinois Backgammon Club 
Sangamon Valley BG Assn. 
Sangamon Valley BG Assn. 
Pub Club 
Winnetka Backgammon Club 
Hoosier Backgammon Club 
Flint Area Backgammon Club 
Plymouth Backgammon Club 
Cavendish North BG Club 
Cleveland Area Backgammon 
Austin Backgammon Assn. 
Dallas Backgammon League 
Bayou Backgammon Club 
Houston Backgammon Club 

LOCATION CITY & STATE 
Bombay Bicycle Club Burbank, CA 
Cavendish West Clubroom W. Hollywood, CA 
Clubroom Campbeii,CA 
Barnacle Bill's San Diego, CA 
Hindquarter Restaurant San Diego, CA 
Chess Palace Long Beach, CA 
Golden Gate Grill San Francisco, CA 
Clubroom San Francisco, CA 
J.L.'s Cheers Denver, CO 
Crestmoor Downs Apts. Denver, CO 
Rapscallion Seafood House Reno, NV 
Shakey's Pizza Bellevue, WA 
European Connecktion Seattle, WA 

Ride The Nine Bloomington, IL 
Office Building Chicago, IL 
T J's Lounge/Radisson Hotel Lincolnwood, IL 
Pat's Pub Norridge, IL 
Braxton Seafood Grill Oak Brook, IL 
Chi-Chi's Peoria, IL 
On Broadway Springfield, IL 
Davy Byrnes Springfield, IL 
Fiddler's Restaurant Villa Park, IL 
Winnetka Community House Winnetka, IL 
Spats Indianapolis, IN 
Ramada Inn Flint, Ml 
Box Bar& Grill Plymouth, Ml 
Clubhouse Southfield, Ml 
Office Building Mentor, OH 
Bombay Bicycle Club Austin, TX 
Nikos Dallas, TX 
Houstonian Houston, TX 
Holiday Inn Houston, TX 

MEETING ON TIME 
Tuesday 7:00PM 
Sunday 2:00PM 
Daily except Sun. 4:00PM 
Wednesday 6:00PM 
Sunday 4:00PM 
Monday 7:00PM 
Tuesday 8:00PM 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:00PM 
Tuesday 7:30PM 
1st Sunday monthly 12:00 N 
Thursday 7:30PM 
Monday 7:00PM 
Tuesday 7:30PM 

1 st/3rd/5th Tues. 6:15PM 
Daily except Sun. 12:30 PM 
Friday 7:00PM 
Tuesday 6:30PM 
Sunday bimonthly 12:30 PM 
Thursday 6:30PM 
Tuesday 6:00PM 
1st Sai./Oct.-Apr. 11:30AM 
Monday 7:30PM 
Wednesday 7:00PM 
Thursday 7:00PM 
Thursday 7:00PM 
Wednesday 7:30PM 
Daily, Tour. monthly 1:00PM 
Saturday 3:00PM 
Monday 8:00PM 
Wednesday 7:45PM 
Saturday bimonthly 7:00PM 
Wednesday 7:30PM 

• uu'"" '"u directly from the featured back-
9ru.TlmM ¢1@$/Gh~es ar~jnevil!:lble anc! •. we suggest thai you .always call 
~for~ @#hoi@. AS a service t(J !)~(readers, CHICAGO POINT would like to 

· · · · · .·. · · · · · · listing ()I B~gammon Clubs in North America. Please 
and new clubs to: CHICAGO 

bUb4!)-3039. Or FAX: 312/338c6384. 

CONTACT TELEPHONE MAIL INQUIRIES TO 
Patrick Gibson 818/901-Q464 7641 Orion Avenue; Van Nuys, CA 91406 

" 818/90 1-Q464 
Jeffrey Hu 408/378-3711 175 E. Campbell A venue; Campbell, CA 95008 
Mike Fujita 6191294-2007 P.O. Box 178119; San Diego, CA 92117 

" 6191294-2007 
Charles Rostedt 310/634-8477 3255 E. South Street (205); Long Beach, CA 90805 
Doug Adsit 415/931-4600 3200 Fillmore Street; San Francisco, CA 94123 
Augie Hunt 415/776-6949 777 Jones Street; San Francisco, CA 94109 
Earl Earp 303/778-11 05 102 West 4th Avenue; Denver, CO 80223 
Michael Gina! 303/388-8849 160 South Monaco Parkway (101 ), Denver Co 80224 
Mark Richardson 7021852-1221 826 Blue Falls Place; Reno, NV 89511 
Chuck Breckenridge 2061778-8181 18204 Olympic View Drive; Edmonds, WA 98020 
Guy Thurber 2061244-6737 428 SW 127th Street; Seattle, WA 98146 

Lane O'Connor 309/454-1947 108 Riss Drive; Normal, IL 61761 
Greg Defotis 3121286-6719 4747 West Peterson (402); Chicago, IL 60646 
Joann Feinstein 708/674-0120 8149 Kenton; Skokie, IL 60076 
Bill Davis 312/338-6380 2726 West Lunt Avenue; Chicago, IL 60645 
PeterKalba 3121252-7755 2510 West iowa Street; Chicago, IL 60622 
Sue Will 309/692-6909 6129 Jayar Drive; Peoria, IL 61614 
Mark Kaye 2171789-6275 2602 Peoria Road (A); Springfield, IL 62702 

" 2171789-6275 
V.W. Zimnicki 708/378-5205 546 Princeton; Bollingbrook, IL 60440 
Trudie Stern 708/446-Q537 4200 West Lalke (302C); Glenview, IL 60025 
Butch Meese 317/845-8435 7620 Kilmer Lane; Indianapolis, IN 46256 

Carol Joy Cole 3131232-9731 3003 Ridgecliffe Drive; Flint, Ml 48532 
Dean Adam ian · 313/981-5706 42954 Barchester; Canton, Ml48187 
Joe Sylvester 313/642-9616 30065 Greenfield Road; Southfield, Ml48076 
lrv Taylor 216/663-7332 P.O. Box 28515; Cleveland, OH 44128 
Jackie Seiders-Smart 5121280-5945 7715 Copano Drive; Austin, TX 78749 
Rich Weaver 214/620-7462 2682 Hearthstone; Dallas, TX 75234 
George Morse 7131265-3453 3803 Bayou Bend Court; Sugarland, TX 77479 
Jack Butler 713/77 4-9439 5931 Reamer Street; Houston, TX 7707 4 

(Continued on opposite side) 



CLUB NAME LOCATION CITY & STATE MEETING ON 

San Antonio Backgammon Dad's San Antonio, TX Mon., Wed., Fri. 

Fond du Lac Backgammon Holiday Inn Fond du Lac, WI Monday 

Milwaukee Backgammon Club Gas Lite North Milwaukee, WI Wednesday 

Milwaukee Backgammon Univ. of Wis.-Milwaukee Milwaukee, WI Friday 

College Park Backgammon Club Promenade Cardroom Bethesda, MD 2nd & 4th Sunday 

Cavendish Club of Boston Clubroom Brookline, MA Daily 

New England Backgammon Club Sheraton Commander Hotel Cambridge, MA Sunday monthly 

New England Backgammon Club Sheraton Commander Hotel Cambridge, MA Monday 

Granite State Backgammon Club Folkway Restaurant Peterborough, NH Wednesday 

New Jersey Backgammon Assn. Best Western Or~ani Hotel Hackensack, NJ Tues. & Fri. 
Greater New York BG Club Woodbury Ramada Inn Woodbury, NY Friday 
Ace Point Backgammon Club Clubroom New York, NY Daily 
Coterie Clubroom New York, NY Daily 

New York Chess & BG Club Office Building New York, NY Daily, Tour. monthly 

Sinai Club Office Building Port Washington, NY Daily 

Saratoga Backgammon Club Spa City Diner Saratoga Springs, NY Tuesday 

Cavendish Club of Philadelphia Clubroom Philadelphia, PA Daily except Sunday 

Pittsburgh Backgammon Assn. Greentree Marriott Hotel Pittsburgh, PA Sunday quarterly 

Pittsburgh Backgammon Assn. Murphy's Tap Room Pittsburgh, PA Tuesday 

Suncoast Backgammon Assn. New York, New York Lounge Clearwater, FL Mon. & Wed. 

Cavendish Backgammon Cavendish Bridge Club South Hallandale, FL Daily 

Backgammon Club of N.W. Florida Olde English Pub Lynn Haven, FL Thursday 

Orlando Backgammon Coach's Locker Room Orlando, FL Tuesday 

Backgammon Society of Sarasota Crazy Fox Tavern Sarasota, FL Tuesday 

Atlanta Backgammon Taco-Mac Atlanta, GA Monday 

Backgammon In Louisville De~a Restaurant Louisville, KY 2nd & 4th Tuesday 

Calgary Backgammon Buckingham Pub Calgary, AB Monday 

Toronto Backgammon LeSpot Scarborough, ON Thursday 

Jackhammer's Backgammon Jackhammer's Scarborough, ON Saturday 
Nat'l Capital Backgammon Club Lunergan's Pub Vanier, ON 1st Sun.!Sep.-Jun. 

LeGammon Clubroom Montreal, QB Dai~. Tour. Thur. & Sun. 

TIME CONTACT 

8:00PM Marcel Mommers 
8:30PM Mark Hicks 
7:00PM Marv Arnol 
7:00PM Bob Holyon 

12:30 PM Barry Steinberg 
12:00 N Carl Saldinger 
12:30 PM Rick Barabino 
7:00PM " 
7:00PM Lincoln Bedell 
7:45PM Ron Whitney 
8:00PM Dr. Bob Hill 
3:00PM Michael Valentine 
1:00PM Louise Goldsmith 
12:00 N Steve Manning 
3:00PM Ebby Mossanen 
7:00PM Lee Hoge 
1:00PM Norm Rosen 
12:30 PM Steve Hast 
8:00PM " 

7:00PM Drew Giovanis 
12:00 N Maxine Kramer 

7:30PM Rick Bieniak 
7:30PM David Thomas 
7:30PM Cal Kendall 
7:30PM Jim Hickey 
6:30PM Quint McTyeire 

7:00PM Hal Heinrich 
8:00PM Charles Morrison 
1:00PM Waher Hermann 
12:00 N Eden Windish 
2:00PM Michel Merl~ti 

TELEPHONE 

5121620-5210 
414/922-8235 
414/355-8805 
414/672-8359 

301/530-0603 

6171734-2230 
6171262-0173 
6171262-0173 
6031863-4711 
2011833-2915 
516/334-4833 
2121753-0842 
2121371-5151 
212/302-5989 
5161767-8080 
518/584-1714 
215/4 73-9564 
4121823-7500 
4121823-7500 

8131726-1398 
305/454-8000 

904/763-8826 
904/736-2844 
813/966-5357 
4041728-0590 
5021896-9783 

4031229-2024 
4161841-3523 
416/752-2800 
613/741-2530 
5141845-8370 

MAIL INQUIRIES TO: 

3812 Greenridge Drive; Cibolo, TX 78108 
366 East 10th Street; Fond duLac, Wl54935 
9031 North 70th Street; Milwaukee, Wl53223 
911 South 11th Street; Milwaukee, Wl53204 

6100 Westchester Pk. Dr. (T2); College Park, MD 20740 

111 Cypress Street; Brookline, MA 02146 
206 West Brookline Street; Boston, MA 02118 

South Road; East Lempster, NH 03605 
279 Glen Court; Teaneck, NJ 07666 
P.O. Box 410; Commack, NY 11725 

41 East 60th Street; New York, NY 10022 
Private club. Telephone for information. 

130 West 42nd Street 612; New York, NY 10036 
14 Venter Vender 126; Port Washington, NY 11050 

P.O. Box 563; Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
3801 Conshohocken Ave.; Philadelphia, PA 19131 

3560 Ridgewood Road; P~tsburgh, PA 15235 

25350 U.S. Hwy 19 N. (67); Clearwater, FL 34623 
1250 East Hallandale Blvd.; Hallandale, FL 33008 

444 South Palo Alto; Panama City, FL 32401 
P.O. Box 803, Deland, FL 32721 

2260 Lakewood Lane; Nokomis, FL 34275 
802 Monmouth Drive; Stone Mountain, GA 30083 

4906 Crofton Road; Louisville, KY 40207 

402-112215th Ave. SW; Calgary, AB T2R 1 K5; CANADA 
135 Timpson Drive; Aurora, ON L4G 5N2; CANADA 

2300 la'M'ence Ave. E., Scarborough, ON M1 P 2R2; CANADA 
396 Talbot Street; Ottawa, ON K1 K 2N6; CANADA 

552 St Catherine East; Montreal, QB H2L 2E1; CANADA 
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HASTY 
PLAYS 

prudence 

by Duane Jensen 

Match to 9 points. Black leads White, 7 
to 5. BLACK TO PLAY 4-1. 

B lack must do what he can to escape 
the gammon which would cost him 

the match. After entering on the 21-point, 
Black has the familiar choice of "which ace 
to play?" Should he slot his 1-point or 
move 21/20, advancing closer to home? 

Feeling that "it's only an ace and 
shouldn't make any difference," Black 
slotted his 1-point. In fact, playing 21/20 
will save more gammons for Black than the 
slotting play he chose. Advancing the 
checker escapes the gammon 68.5% while 
slotting the ace point is successful only 
67.2% of the time. 

Whenever you have a single checker 
left to bring home and he's still in your 
opponent's home board, always move him 
closer to home with an ace; never slot your 
ace point in these positions. ~ 

19-21 March 1993 
Chicago Marriott Oak Brook Hotel 

Oak Brook, Illinois 

Information: Bill Davis 312/338-6380 

January 1993 

LETTERS ... 
[Continued from page 2] 

DON'T RUB IT IN 
I did not understand your inclusion in the 
December Point of Mel Leifer's 4-3 
misplay against Gary Kay in the Bar Point 
Club Fall Trophy Tourney. It may have 
been a spectacular oversight and undoubt­
edly an embarrassment to him, but it is 
hardly of interest. I have certainly made 
stupid mistakes over the board (as every­
one has), but have never had them pub­
lished as front page news.-Jim Painter, 
St. Louis, MO 

GREETINGS OF THE SEASON 
From the other side of the Atlantic, I send 
you, the contributing editors, and all readers 
of CHICAGO POINT my personal warmest 
wishes for a happy Christmas and a lucky 
1993.-Alberto Diomede, Milan, Italy 

A NEW YEAR-A NEW CLUB 
I will be "semi-retired" from Melbourne 
Water Department this year. That should 
give me time to do an article on "Games­
manship" for the POINT this year. 

Please send me information on starting 
a backgammon club. I am not anticipating 
starting a formal club, but there is a Com­
munity Centre close by where card games 
and Mah-jongg are taught. Maybe I can get 
them to add backgammon.-Jim Vanselow, 
Victoria, Australia 

For a copy of our 1990 Reno seminar 
handout "Tips on Forming and Operating 
a Local Backgammon Club," send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
CHICAGO POINT; 2726 W. Lunt Ave.; 
Chicago, IL 60645-3039.-Ed. ~ 

'i Administration: Peter Kalba, Carol Joy 
Cole, Sue Will, John & Dru Heggen 

'i 3-Flight Tournament: Championship, 
Advanced, Limited 

'i 3-Checker Gammon 
'i Midwest Doubles Championship 
'i BLITZToumey 
'i Backgammon Exam IV 
'i lOth Anniversary Pig-Rolling 
'i Beaver Hockey 
'i Hong Kong Dice 
'i Jigsaw Doubles Challenge 
'i Calcutta Auction proceeds donated to 

The Anti-Cruelty Society 
'i Backgammon Wheel of Fortune 
'i Knockouts 
'i No Smoking in the Main Room 

WORLDWIDE BACKGAMMON 
FEDERATION CROWNS 1992 
'GOLDEN CIRCUIT' CHAMPS 

Shown below are the Worldwide Backgam­
mon Federation's Top 20 players for the 
1992 'Golden Circuit' tour. The tour was 
comprised of 16 tournaments. 

1. I on Ressu Switzerland 56.1 0 
2. Thomas Lumper Germany 27.56 
3. Bob Wachtel USA 27.1 5 
4. Richard Cieciorko France 22.36 
5. Philippe Narboni Switzerland 21.50 
6. John Simon Hong Kong 18.36 
7. Japp Vischschraper Holland 14.19 
8. Andranik Safarian Argentina 14.00 
9. Paul Magriel USA 13.77 
10. Oscar Naghizadeh Switzerland 13.77 
11. Maurice Djemal Panama 12.90 
12. Mario Sequeira Portugal 12.42 
13. Alvaro Savio Brazil 10.98 
14. David Chalom Brazil 10.84 
15. Rolf Sch reude r Holland 1 0. 71 
16. Joel Silverman USA 9.18 
17. Talmadge Tinsley USA 9.03 
18. Martin DeBruin Spain 8.76 
19. Hans Capel Holland 8.64 
20. Michael Herbst Denmark 8.17 

To receive the "Golden Card 1993" good 
for discounts on Golden Circuit events, send 
30 ECU or equivalent currency to Swiss 
Bank Corp., Acct. #19-617533 ofWBF. Mail 
to: WBF, CH-6850 Mendrisio, Switzerland. 

I
CHICAGO 
BAR 
POINT 
CLUB 

Bill Davis 
3121338-6380 

Peter Kalba 
3121276-4144 

Tuesday, 6:45 P.M. at Pat's 
Pub, 4343 N. Harlem Ave., 
Norridge 708/457-1166. 
Sunday Bimonthly, 12:30 P.M. 

at Braxton Seafood Grill, 3 
Oakbrook Center Mall, Oak 
Brook 708/574-2155. 

PUB CLUB: Tournaments Monday, 7:30P.M. at Fiddler's, 
345 W. North Ave., Villa Park. V.W.Zimnicki (7081378-5205.) 

SANGAMON VALLEY BG ASSN: Tournaments Tuesday, 
6:00 P.M. at On Broadway, 210 S. Broadway, Springfield. 
Randy Armstrong (217/528-0117). 

BLOOMINGTON·NORMAL BG CLUB: Tourn. 1sV3rd/5th 
Tuesday. 6:15 P.M. at Ride The Nine, 503 N. Prospect, 
Bloomington. lane O"Connor (309/454-1947). 

WINNETKA BG CLUB: Tournaments Wednesday, 7:00P.M. 
at 620 lincoln, Winnetka. Trudie Stern (708/446-0537). 

CENTRAL ILL. BG CLUB:Tourn. Thurs., 6:30P.M. at Chi­
Chi"s, 4415 N. Rockwood. Peoria. Sue Will (309/692-6909). 

PRIME BG CLUB OF CHICAGO: Tourn. Friday, 7:00P.M. at 
TJ"s lounge. Radisson Hotel. 4500W. Touhy.lincolnwood. 
Joann Feinstein (708/674-0120). 

NORTH CLUB: Daily side play except Sunday at 4747 W. 
Peterson (402). Chicago. Greg Defotis (312/286-8417). 
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last monJh' s position 

PROBLEM #188 
SOLVED 

by Kit Woolsey 

1992 Nevada State Masters Invitational 
semifinals. Joe Sylvester (Black) vs. 
Jack Kissane (White). Double match 
point. BLACK TO PLAY 6-1. 

Sylvester (Black) has several possible 
choices in this extremely difficult 

position. One obvious candidate is 9/2*. 
The problem with this approach is that 
Sylvester doesn't have the ammunition to 
back it up. If Kissane (White) hits the blot, 
Black will be in a fair amount of trouble 
despite having the stronger board. Even if 
White misses, Black will pretty much have 
to cover the blot in order to have a large 
advantage. Even then, if White eventually 
anchors on Black's ace point, he will 
definitely be in the game. 

Sylvester's actual play was to spring a 
man (22/16) thus assuring himself of 
outfield control. He used the ace to make 
the valuable 8-point (9/8). Black will pretty 
much be stuck on the 8-point for some time 
since he doesn't have any ammunition in 
place to improve the position. And if White 
can enter in a roll or two, he will be right in 
the game. This structure simply isn't as 
strong as five in a row. 

My preference is the simple 13/7,8/7. 
The bar point is far stronger than the eight 
point, particularly if White happens to 
enter with an ace. Black has few men up 
front to play with, so it is important to put 
them all where they belong. Five in a row 
is definitely what he wants most. 

Springing a back man is helpful, but 
Black has enough flexibility with one man 
already out. 

Numberwise, both 5s and 6s leap 
White's broken prime, and 2s and 3s 
advance the back men. So Black figures to 

have little trouble playing his next few 
rolls. Besides, White is on the bar with 
only a two point board. He simply doesn't 
have all that many killer responses. 

At the table, Sylvester took about ten 
minutes on this play, looking at each 
candidate, examining all of Kissane's 
possible replies and trying to weigh the 
resulting positions. This is certainly one 
way to attack a difficult position, and if you 
can do it successfully, it will be effective. 
However, it is very tiring and unless you 
have a tremendous aptitude for this sort of 
thinking, you are quite likely to make some 
errors in your calculations. 

My personal approach is to look at 
what Black's primary goals should be and 
see how they can be accomplished. Here 
the primary goals are forming a strong 
blockade, keeping good outfield control, 
and escaping the back men. The second 
and third goals seem to have already been 
achieved to a great degree, so the greatest 
concentration should be on forming the 
strongest possible blockade. There is no 
question that making the bar point achieves 
this goal-that five prime will be "forever."~ 

Editor's note: This month's solution was 
takendirectlyfrom "MatchQiz" (Vol.1), 
Sylvester vs. Kissane, ©1991 by Kit 
Woolsey and Hal Heinrich. MatchQiz is an 
IBM compatable computer backgammon 
program that allows you to experience 
world class backgammon with Kit Woolsey 
providing the analysis. 

For information on purchasing MatchQiz 
matches from Vol. 1 or just-released Vol. 2, 
call Hal Heinrich in Canada at 4031229-2024. 

Hospitality is our specialty. 

15th Annual 
Pittsburgh 
Charity Tournament 

19-21 February 1993 
Pittsburgh Greentree Marriott Hotel 

• Lower base main event entry fees 
• Open & Intermediate Side Pools 
• MISSING PERSON REWARD: 

10% discount off base main event entry fee to 
any player not having 
played in the Charity Tour­
nament in 1991 or 1992. 

Steve Hast, director: 
412/823-7500 
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tir a tt~ee~. . . 

[ConJinuedfrompage 1] 

wreck Whites backgame ... " He suggests 
the advanced play of 13/9, 11/9, 4/2*. "If 
White falls for the trap and hits a Black 
blot, Black will achieve his objective to 
lose some of his big lead ... " 

I can't say with complete certainty that 
this play is incorrect, but what happens if 
White doesn't fall for the trap of hitting 
Black? Certainly 13/9, 11/9, 8/6 is a very 
viable option that is never mentioned. 

TuE FINAL "SuNDAY" CHAPTER, offering a 
thorough discussion of chouette play, is 
very good. There is also a listing of current 
international backgammon publications 
(thanks for mentioning CHICAGO P01NT, 
Robin!), information about U.K. backgam­
mon clubs and tournaments, and a glossary 
of backgammon terms. 

It's a shame that the author didn't elicit 
the help of a few expert British players to 
catch the numerous errors that riddle this 
book. Still, with the low £5.99 price tag, 
Backgammon In A Week provides more than 
enough controversial positions to make it a 
part of your backgammon library .-B.D. 

AMALGAMATION 
Visiting the Bar Point Club in December: 
San gam on Valley Backgammon director 
Mark Kaye who won 9 out of 10 matches 
in his two club visits, New York writer 
Dan Cox, Munchkin (Los Angeles, CA), 
Aint Player of the Year Danny DeRoche, 
and Frank Frigo (Louisville, KY) ... John 
O'Hagan reports seeing Karen Davis on 
C-Span television last month ... Jake 
Jacobs' mother Shirley Jacobs can be seen 
as the "poster girl" in Bressler's 33 Aavors 
ice cream parlors ... We had a nice time at 
the Mark King/Christine Sullivan wed­
ding 31 December at the Four Seasons 
Hotel in Chicago. Randall Witt, who was 
Mark's college roommate, was Best 
Man ... Vacationing in Costa Rica over the 
holidays: Elaine Kehm-Tallackson and 
husband Jerry ... 1992 BPC second place 
finisher Don Jayhan will unfortunately not 
be able to make the Awards Night ( 11 Jan. 
at Pat's Pub) this year. As Don puts it, ''I'll 
be taking my annual 'Wizard ofOz' vaca­
tion in Florida: I'm off to flee the bliz-
zard ... Some people believe that in back­
gammon, it's not whether you win or lose 
but how you place the blame. ~ 

~C~H~IC~A~G~O~P~O~I~N~T~~~==============================~O[JJ====================================~J~a~nu~a=~~1~00~3 



who did what 

WINNER'S 
CORNER 

Nov.-Dec. 1992 

Circuito Del Rio De La Plata (Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; Mondays in Nov.) ... 
Championship Winners: Miguel 
Alesandro, Gustavo Lausi, Hugo Ergueta, 
Santiago Hynes, Sergio Gelabert. Junior 
Winners: Alejandro Holzcan, Alberto 
Daich (2), Diego Lewi, Oscar Martin. 
Beginner Winners: Sol Fuentes, 
Mercedes Villarroel, Beatriz Kaprielian, 
Osvaldo Zottola, Lisandro Roman. 
NYINJ Co-op Regional (Hackensack, 
NJ; 8 Nov.) ... Open (19): 1-Eddie 
Pavilonis, 2-RalpiJ Goldberg, 314-Perry 
Gartner I Antoinette Williams; 1 C-Sid 
Schneider, 2C-Antoinette Williams. In­
termediate (14): 1-Bob Molitor, 2-Aiex 
Caraplis; 1 C-Harry Levy. 

Nordrhein-Westfalen Championships 
1992 (Dusseldorf, Germany; 12-15 
Nov.) ... Championship: 1-Dov Melo (NL), 
2-Bas van Gelderen (NL), 314-Mike 
Bodewig (GER) I Volker Sonnabend 
(GER); 1 C-Ravenzwaay (NL), 2C-Mario 
Sequeira (POR); 1 LC-Sigurd Karwen 
(GER), 2LC-Abraham Eitan (NL) . Inter­
mediate: 1-Horst Rumpler (GER), 2-H. 
Lutzenkirchen (GER); 1 C-Arnim 
Temmler, 2C-Norbert Wiebusch (GER); 
1 LC-Georg Rolf (NL). Beginner: 1-0iiver 
Lehmann (GER), 2-Georg Harzheim 
(GER); 1C-Kai Heinrich (GER), 2C-K.P. 
Seelig (GER); 1 LC-Wolfgang Kunkel 
(GER). Warm-Up: 1-Peter Naguib (GER), 
2-Wolfgang Stoetges (GER). Super Jack­
pot: 1-Xaver Braun (GER), 2-Wolfgang 
Griese (GER). 
NEBC Sunday Monthly (Cambridge, MA; 
15 Nov.) ... Expert (25): 1-Connie 
Machakos, 2-Jay Guittari, 3/4-Doug Rob­
ertsiWalterTrice; 1C-Rick Barabino, 2C­
Mehran Shahadi. A Div. (23): 1-Fred 
Millman, 2-Greg West, 314-Ernesto 
Adrienzen I Jerry Padova; 1 C-Charles 
Stathis, 2C-Ray Mosher. 
BG Co-op Fall Championships at Rock­
ing Horse Ranch (Highland, NY; 20-22 
Nov.) ... Championship (18): 1-James 
Colen (MA), 2-AI Tesoro; 1 C-Ami 
Tennenbaum (NJ), 2C- Dr. Bob Hill (NY). 
Open (12): 1-Dave Tanz, 2-Norma 
Gartner; 1 C-Barbara Greenberg, 2C-Bob 
Molitor. Gunfight at the Rocking Horse 
Ranch (1 0): 1-James Colen, 2-AI Tesoro. 
Doubles A (4): 1-Frank Cupo & Barbara 
Greenberg. Doubles B (8): 1-Bob Bieder 
& Antoinette Williams. 
BIBA Trophy Tournament #4 (Solihull, 

January 1993 

England; 21-22 Nov.) ... Open (72): 1-
Neville Hyde, 2-Martin Lee, 3-Brian Le­
ver, 4-Steve Bibby. Top Lady: Anna 
Michael. Better Luck Next Time: John 
Barron. 

Springfield Series #2 (Springfield, IL; 5 
Dec.) ... Open (24): 1-Larry Whittenberg, 
2-Gary Daniels; 1 G-Randy Armstrong; 
1 LC-Lane O'Connor. 
Racquet Club of Chicago-Van Alyea 
Cup(Chicago, IL;5 Dec.) ... Open (40): 1-
Homer Hargrave, 2-Bill Bartholomay ... 
The Racquet Club's Chuck Olson reports 
that this private prestigious event takes 
nearly one year to complete. In the 5 Dec. 
finals, Hargrave beat Bartholomay 15-9. 
Bar Point Sunday (Oak Brook, IL; 6 
Dec.) ... Open (16): 112-Jeff Kane (WI) I 
Tim Mabee, 3/4-Fred Gehlhoff (WI) I Larry 
Strommen (IN); 1 CI2C-David Rubin I Sarg 
Serges. Intermediate (13): 1 12-Jill 
Ferdinand-Brussel I Joann Feinstein, 31 
4-Mary Franks I Richard Stawowy; 1 C­
Bobbie Shifrin, 2C-Harold Grote. 
Sunday Monthly Tournament (New 
York, NY; 6 Dec.) ... Open (32): 112-EIIiott 
Winslow I Jay Whitehead .. . The New 
York Chess& BG Club's premiere tourna­
ment. Director Antoinette-Marie Williams 
informs us that first place prize money 
each month will be$1 ,000 minimum guar­
anteed. 
First International Turkish Champion­
ship (Istanbul, Turkey; 9-13 Dec.) ... 
Championship: 1-Thomas Lumper (Ger­
many) ... Complete results next month. 

THESE PLAYERS 
DESERVE RECOGNITION 

The following is a partial list of national 
and international backgammon clubs' 
Player's of the Year for 1992. Congratula­
tions to all. If we've neglected to mention 
your club's top player, let us know. 

UNITED STATES 
Backgammon Club of NW Florida: Rick Bieniak 
Bloomington-Normal BG Club (IL}: Lane O'Conner 
Central Illinois Backgammon Club: Ed Bauder 
Chicago Bar Point Club (IL}: Gary Kay 
College Park BG Club (MD}: HarryZilli ('91 -'92} 
Colorado Backgammon Assn.: David Simpson 
Dallas Backgammon League (TX}: Tom Wheeler 
Rint Area Backgammon Club (MI): Danny DeRoche 
Gammon Associates (CA): Azzam Masarani 
Granite State Backgammon Club (NH): Walter Trice 
Hoosier Backgammon Club (IN): Don Woods 
Milwaukee Backgammon Club (WI): Bob Holyon 
New England BG Club (MA): Evan Diamond ('91-'92) 
Pacific Northwest BG Assn. (WA): Chuck Breckenridge 
Plymouth Backgammon Club (MI): Dean Adamian 
Prime Backgammon Club (IL): Ira Hoffberg 
Pub Club (IL): V. W. Zimnicki 
Puget Sound BG Assn. (WA): Ruth Robbins 
Sangamon Valley BG Assn. (IL) : Greg Tomlin 
Winnetka Backgammon Club (IL): Ed Buerger 

INTERNATIONAL 
Argentina Backgammon Association: Hugo Ergueta 
Costa Rican Backgammon Assn: Mario Uzano 
British Isles Backgammon Assn.: Dale Taylor 

1kntgbt' fS jftnanctall\ounbtab lt, 3Jnc. 
Registered Investment Advisor 

"New Year's Resolution: Use professional advice 
in designing your 1993 Net Worth ambitions." 
For actual performance results on existing accounts: 

P.O. Box 637, Deerfield, IL 60015 
(708) 945-2060 

ROLAND A. DIETER, President All services: FEES ONLY 

Fellow, Society of Actuaries 
Associate Member, Investment Analyst Society of Chicago, Inc. 
Member, Association for Investment Management and Research 
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THINGS TO DO 
IN COSTA RICA ••• 
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. us $10,000 
Added Prize Money 

Rec09nized 'ay the 

~ 
WORLDWIDE 

BACKGAMMON FEDERATION 
~ 

on the GOLDEN CIRCUIT 1993 

The Tournament With 

iMAS! 
BACKGAMMON 

T
OURNAMENT 
~tkrl~ 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

April 28-May 2, 1993 

Presented by the 

COSTA RICAN 
BACKGAMMON ASSOCIATION 

Mario Madrigal, president 

Bill Davis, Tournament Director 
with Carol joy Cole &... Peter Kalba 

To request an Invitation. contact; 
Peter Kalba, 251 0 W. Iowa Street, 

Chicago, IL 60622, USA 
Telephone: 312/252-7755 

Attention IBM compatible PC owners. 2nd Edition now available. 
Hal Heinrich and Kit Woolsey invite you to MATCH WITS WITH ... I I 

Expert analyst Kit Woolsey 
annotates some of the best 
matches compiled by 1990 
World Champ Hal Heinrich. 

MATCHQIZ has been designed to take you through top level backgammon play with a detailed 
discussion of the issues involved. To get the most benefit out of this product, consider each position 
carefully and decide on the play you would make before going on to the actual play and comments. 

To help with this, MATCHQIZ lets you input the play you selected. If your play differs from the one 
actually played, the program beeps you. 

Six new matches are now available priced at U.S.$20 each, or all 6 for $100. 
To order MATCHQIZ, use the handyformatthe right or call Hal Heinrich in Canadaat403/229-2024 . 

I Please send me the following matches I 
at US$20 each (or a/16 for US$100): 1 
D 1. Kazaross vs. Meyburg 

16th World Champs 7/91 
0 2. Kurzet vs. Haley 

9th Nevada State 1/92 
D 3. Senkiewicz vs. Ring 

World Cup II 8/90 
D 4. Russell vs. Corbett 

2nd Caesars Tahoe 10/90 
D 5. Markowitz vs. Lubetkin 

2nd U.S. Open 6/89 
D 6. Woolsey vs. Hodis (5 matches) 

World Cup Ill 8/92 

Disk type: D 5.25" D 3.5" 

Density: D High DLow 

Along with your name and address, 
send a U.S. funds check to: 

MATCHQIZ 
c/o Hal Heinrich 
402, 1122 15th Ave. SW 

I 
I 
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