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monte carlo world championship

MEYBURG WINS AGAIN
IN MONTE CARLO

by Harald Johanni

July, Monaco and backgammon. The
three seem to go together. This year
was no different. Now in its 23rd year, the
World Backgammon Championship at
Loews Monte Carlo Hotel remains a grand
event. Over 400 players from around the
globe were in attendance 13—19 July to
share in all the glitz and glamour that is
Monte Carlo.

The finals were exceptionally exciting
this year with former 1991 World Cham-
pion Michael Meyburg from Nuremberg,
Germany pitted against Elliott Winslow of
San Francisco, California. To add to the
excitement, the large audience for the 25-
point finals was treated to detailed com-
mentary from the one-and-only Paul
Magriel. X-22 is still the best!

Germany’s Michael Meyburg holds his
2nd World Championship trophy high as
Chairman André Roifo Fontana (left)
looks on. [Photo by Harald Johanni.]

Both competitors played at a very high
level. Elliott got off quick to lead 16-7.
Then Michael Meyburg rallied for 13
unanswered points to grab a 20-16 advan-
tage. But Elliott came back to win the next

[Continued on page 6]

Backgammon—_An Independent View© 1998
by Chris Bray. Published by Electra Publish-
ing, Somerset, England. Softcover, 131 pages.
Price: £11.99 ($20.00 US).

“Should Auld Acquaintance Be Forgot...”

hris Bray’s new book, Backgammon:

An Independent View, consists of a
collection of his backgammon columns for
the British newspaper The Independent,
together with a few stray articles that have
appeared elsewhere. Many of the problems
in the book will seem familiar to players in
the United States, since Mr. Bray often
recycles the work of other writers and
analysts.

For example, from page 92 . ..

25 point match. Black leads White, 21-
13. BLACK TO PLAY 3-1.

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
~ N

*
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Readers of The Independent must have
wondered why they were being treated, in
1994, to a position from the 1979 World
Championship. This one had appeared in
both editions of Bill Robertie’s Advanced
Backgammon.

In the actual game Black overlooked 6/5,
6/3, and played 7/3. Robertie comments:

[Continued on page 5]

Backgammon expert Bob Glass
had the chance to view the North
American Sumo-Wrestling Heavy-
weight Championships in Los An-
geles this past June. There he met
up with the current champ Manuel
Yarborough who weighs in at over
660 pounds and stands 6-8" tall.
Tell us: is Bob Glass to the right or
the left? ‘
Only one entry per person. In
case of ties, the winning entry will
be determined by random draw and
receives a one year subscription to
the POINT. Mail your entry by 1
Sept. 1998 to: CHICAGO POINT;
3940 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue 504;
Chicago, IL 60659-3155. Or e-mail
us at: chipoint@interaccess.com.
Good luck! A

CONTEST: CAN YOU FIND BOB GLASS?
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A SLIGHT CORRECTION

In last month’s Amalgamation column,
Paul Weaver had part of the story right.
Since I was one of the earliest chess play-
ers to beat Bobbie Fischer, I doubt that I
was the last.—Herb Avram, California, MD

LOOKING TO CRUISE

I was talking to my fellow backgammon
buddies here in Minneapolis and asked
about when the next backgammon cruise
would be held. Tom Penny told me that
you may be directing another one in the
near future. Do you have any info?—
Harold Melamed, via e-mail

Our next Backgammon On Board Cruise
Tourney and vacation is tentatively sched-
uled for some time in 2000. By popular
request, we’ll extend this one for a full
week.—Ed.

[Continued on page 3]

coming attractions
MARK YOUR BACKGAMNON] by Carol Joy Cole
CALENDAR Bian Bt
aalasloolon 1 1 | E-mail: ¢jc@flint.org
*Denotes new or revised listing NATIONAL American Backgammon Tour events underlined.
Aug 16 Backgammon by the Bay, San Mateo Bridge Center, San Mateo, CA 408/688-9722

Aug 20
Aug 20
Aug 22
Aug 23
Aug 30
Aug 30
Sep 1*
4-7
Sep 13
Sep 13*
Sep 13
Sep 17*
Sep 17*
SQQ 18_2Q
Sep 19*
Sep 20*
Sep 25-27
Sep 25-27
Sep 27*
Sep 27*
Oct 1*
Qct 9-11
Oct 11
Octill=
Oct 15*
Oct 17-18*

Nov 1*
Nov 10-14
Nov 27-
Dec 4-6
Dec 6*
Dec 26-27

Aug 13-16
Aug 13-16
Aug 14-16
Aug 20-21
Aug 22-23
Aug 24-30
Aug 29-30
Sep 4-6
Sep 5-6
Sep 19-20
Sep 25-26*
Sep 25-27
Sep 26-27*
Oct 1-4

Oct 1-4

Oct 3-4

Oct 10-11
Oct 13-18
Oct 16-18
Oct 30-Nov 1
Nov 3-8*
Nov 12-15
Nov 12-15*
Nov 14-15*
Nov 21-22*
Nov 21-23*
Nov 27-29*

Connecticut Monthly Tourney, Stromberg Technologies, Southington, CT 203/592-9207

Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, MI 810/232-9731
Dr. Bob’s “Sweet 16” Invitational, New York Chess & BG, New York City 212/302-5874
Peoria Summer Sizzler, Sly Fox Pub, Lacon, IL 309/674-0557
Ace Point Sunday Tournament, Ace Point Club, New York, NY 212/753-0842
Louisville Monthly Tournament, Oldenberg Grill, Louisville, KY 502/458-9660
Official GamesGrid Monthly Tourney, via computer modem  fournaments@gamesgrid.com
46th Indian n, Sheraton tin Hotel, Indianapolis. IN 317/255-8902

New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 508/829-3283
Northern Ohio Monthly Tourney, Belden Commons Restaurant, Canton, OH 330/966-2811

Sunday Bimonthly Tournament, John Hawks Pub, Milwaukee, WI 414/463-2498
Connecticut Monthly Tourney, Stromberg Technologies, Southington, CT 203/592-9207
Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 810/232-9731
Minnesota State Championshi inn lis Athletic Club, M 612/378-1536

Dr. Bob’s “Sweet 16” Invitational, New York Chess & BG, New York City 212/302-5874
Backgammon by the Bay, San Mateo Bridge Center, San Mateo, CA 408/688-9722
1st NetGammon Festival, Comfort Inn Airport, Bloomington, MN  rayb@cp.duluth.mn.us

Towpath Inn Tournament, Towpath Inn. Turin, NY 716/442-8221
Ace Point Sunday Tournament, Ace Point Club, New York, NY 212/753-0842
Louisville Monthly Tournament, Oldenberg Grill, Louisville, KY 502/458-9660
FIBS 1998 Fall Tournament, via computer modem davide@sco.com
Nation’ ital mpionships. Promen th MD 301/530-0604

Bar Point Sunday Tournament, Anyway’s Grill, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 773/583-6464
New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 508/829-3283
Connecticut Monthly Tourney, Stromberg Technologies, Southington, CT  203/592-9207
TENTATIVE: Crystal Park Tournament, Crystal Park Casino, Compton, CA 818/901-0464

lorida Championships. Day’s Inn, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 954/938-4304

t Regional Western Airport Hotel, A b 603/863-4711

20th Flint Area Club Championships, Flint, Ml 810/232-9731

1998 Las Vegas Open, Riviera Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV 702/893-6025

rn Ohio T iving Tournament, Belden Holiday Inn, Cant -2811

mon iates Invitational. A.R. Private Cl An A 818/901-0464

Bar Point Sunday Tournament, Anyway'’s Grill, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 773/583-6464

Ace Point Holiday Tournament, Ace Point Club, New York, NY 21 -084
OUTSIDE USA

Franken ganz Open IV, Hotel Schwarzer Adler, Uttenreuth, Germany 49911-737514
Palace Summer Championships, Badrutts Hotel, St. Moritz, Switzerland 41612-710137
Team Tournament, Grand Hotel, Leicester, England 44181-928-0639
DM Mixed Doubles, Humlebak Club, Humlebaek, Denmark 45491-93400
Jarvis Trophy, Jarvis International Hotel, Watford/London, England 44161-4380966
2nd Mind Sports Olympiad, Royal Festival Hall, London, England 44171-4859146

Sjellandsmesterskaberne, Roskilde BG Klub, Roskilde, Denmark 4539-400607
8th Mitteleuropa Tourament, Casin0 Park, Nova Gorica, Slovenia 392-40074658
Bonus No. 2, Stakis Birmingham Metropole, Birmingham, England 44152-2546993
6th Irish Open, Camden Court Hotel, Dublin, Ireland 3531-6689332
6th ltalian Festival of Games, Cagli/Urbino, Italy 3941-5211029
Inner Table Tournament #3, Grand Hotel Leicester, England 44152-2721630
1st Humlebak Open, Humlebak Centre, Humlebaek, Denmark 4549-193630
Asian Championships, Ladies Recreation Club, Hong Kong 852-28461923
4th Kaiserbrunnen Cup, Hotel am Kaiserbrunnen, Brakel, Germany 49521-64314

12th British National Champs, Jarvis Hotel, Watford, London, UK 44161-438 0966
Sandy Osborne Memorial Trophy, Stakis Birmingham Metropole, England 44152-254 6993
2nd Moscow Open, Cosmos Hotel & Casino, Moscow, Russia Spain: 3450-133009
CH-Meisterschaften '98 & Swiss Open, Kursaal Bern, Bern, Switzerland 4179-358 4825

Swedish Open, First Hotel Amaranten, Stockholm, Sweden 468-6523033
Grand Prix de Suisse 1998, Lugano, Switzerland 4179-3374425
Bodensee Grand Prix 1998, Bregenz, Austria 4179-337 4425
French National Championships, Paris, France 331-4015 0870
Townharbour Trophy, Stakis Birmingham Metropole, England 44152-254 6993
UK Classic, Jarvis Hotel/Watford/London, England 44161-4380966
1998 Japan Open, Nakano Sun Plaza, Tokyo, Japan 813-3373 3844
Inner Table Tournament #4, Grand Hotel Leicester, England 44152-2721630
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LETTERS...

[Continued from page 2]

SHOULD CLUB MASTER POINTS BE
AWARDED FOR FORFEIT WINS?

In our weekly tournaments, we award 0.04
master points for matches won by players
not reaching the main flight and consola-
tion brackets finals. A question arose
whether master points should be awarded

in cases where the “win” occurs because
one’s opponent defaulted a match for one
reason or another. Obviously, the “winner”
advances to the next round. Should the
0.04 master points be awarded? Should the
defaulting player be penalized through
negative points?

How do you handle such situations?
We would appreciate your thoughts on this
matter.—Ben Zemaitis, Director,

AMERICAN BACKGAMMON TOUR * 1998

Compiled through 2 Aug. 1998 after 8 toumaments
(Coming in Sept.: Indiana Open, Minnesota State, Towpath Inn)

i BACKGAMMON

Sangamon Valley BG Association, Spring-
field, IL

Carol Joy Cole answers: The Flint Area
Club does not award master points for
forfeited matches. The player simply
advances to the next round. It’s true that
it’s not his fault that the match was not
played; but he didn’t “earn” any points,
either. He also didn’t have to face the
chance that he would lose the match. His
reward is simply that he advances closer to
the prize rounds.

How many places do you pay? How
long are the matches? Do the players go
home or do they jump into a chouette?
What'’s the reward for winning master

Maurice Barie 27.73 Howard Markowitz 6.40  Paul Dibiase 3.99 Lenny Loder 2.08
Dennis Culpepper 23.53  Odis Chenault ~ 6.11  Peter Kalba 392 KiethHramstad 181 | points? Somehow you have to make it
Steve McCormick 22.88 Ray Fogerlund 6.11  Don Faix 3.67  Rob Keast 1.55 | attractive enough to keep the players
Mike Friedman  22.45  Paul Stebbing 5.88  Karen Davis 3.41  Julian Haley 144 | playing.
Bob Glass . 17.42 Larr_y qum 5.88 Jc_Jhn Graas : 3.41  Jolie Rubin 1.44 To attract more players or keep the
Alex Caraplis 15.95 David Simpson  5.77  Richard Del Furia 3.41  Ken Lazar 1.40 ; 7 to ook
Steve Hast 1436 Andy Glazer 577 BobWilensky 341 Tom Machaj 185 | 200 Yaidve mayoe you Tiged 1o look il
Doug Mayfield  13.74  Mike Cyrkiel 560  Kim Haubert 3.15  Roger Baff 1.25 | Your prize structure or tournament format.
Perry Gartner ~ 13.64  Jeremy Kirkpatrick 5.46  Eliot Bean 3.05 Bruce Brown 1.22 | What about awarding bonus prizes to top
Merrill Schrager 1322  Bill Keefe 5.20 Butch Meese 3.00 Bill Tallmadge 1.22 | finishers at the end of the year based on
IE)/Imljg :Rotg;rtg n;g Xverlldig' Kaplan igg gam P‘fm:\: : ggg X\I“]der Eaﬁmrd Hg their standings? There are also external
alcolm Davis ; ack Kissane : rancois Margo : mon Ha ; ; :
Jannica Torngvist 11.63  Joe Freedman 480  John Mazur 2.81  Frank Rogers 115 o {zke c.iay o th.e weekslosanonat
Jim Hickey 1155  Denny Leatherman 4.80  Linda Resnicoff  2.39  Dennis Cupp 1.14 | orstarting time. I wish you good luck!—
Frankie Farjood 11.44  Mike Lauzon 474  MattReklaitis ~ 2.39  RayBills 1.08 | CarolJoy Cole, Director, Flint Area BG
David Wells 11.20  Mike Hendrikson 4.72  Hunter Jones 2.36  Julius High 1.05 Club, Michigan A
Mike Rezai 9.59 Zia Afshani 468  Wally Wolf 2.35 Paul Armbruster 0.88
Art Benjamin 8.71  Lucky Nelson 455  Mark Cohen 2.34  Elaine Kehm 0.79
Lincoln Bedell 8.56  Dave Orandle 436  Gordon Bass 2.34  Boris Mindich 0.70 THANIES FOR, THE MEMO‘.:“ES
Jeff Acierno 8.09  Rob Maier 436  Adam Versaw 2.33  Jennifer Waller  0.63 | Thanks for publishing such a nice group of
Mike Fujita 7.97  Walt Swan 421  JamesRoston 216 WandadelaBarre 0.63 | tributes to Dean Muench. I will miss
Bob Holyon 7.00  Chuck Bower 416  Jobey Calitri 2.11  Betty Coppic 0.58 | him.—Larry Strommen, Indianapolis, IN
Jack Takala 6.82  John Brussel 4.16 Bob Bercu 2.11  Niel Borden 0.44
Frank Talbot 6.82  Mark Larios 411 Bruce Russell 2.08 Andre Mattar 0.44
Sig Skolnick 6.44 RS S e e s
your move
PROBLEM #246

Wﬂ’f“’" CHICAGO BAR POINT CLUB COMPILED
i 1998 PLAYER OF THE YEAR THRU 31 JULY
Steve Mellen  16.76  Jerry Brooks 4.36  Dave Cramer 2.24  Greg Defotis 0.72
Joe Woilick 15.92 Paul Franks 4.24  Rodney Bell 2.00 Roland Dieter 0.64
Tak Morioka 12.92 Tim Mabee 420  Joseph Esfahani 1.92  RozFerris 0.60
Paul Friedman 10.00 Elaine Kehm 4.08  Reggie Porter 1.92  Reginald Porter  0.56
Laila Leonhardt 9.80 Gary Kay 408  Georgina Flanagan 1.80  Steve Rota 0.56
Neil Kazaross 9.36 Norma Shyer 3.92  Paul Baraz 1.76  Joann Feinstein ~ 0.38
Paul Klein 8.76 Marty Tatosian  3.44  Marc Rosset 1.32  Rich Gast 0.32
Alice Kay 7.12  Bill Keefe 3.28  Richard Lloyd 1.28  Sonia Peacock  0.32
Ed Buerger 7.00 Tim Carroll 3.24  Romeo Kap 1.28  Ken Tyszko 0.32
Herb Roman 6.76  Don Jayhan 3.16  Val Zimnicki 1.16  Linda Woods 0.32
Harry Gohn 6.56 Jake Jacobs 3.04  Barry Miller 0.96  Jannica Tornqvist 0.32
Phyllis Smolinski 6.36  John Demian 2.72  EarlRisch 0.96 Henry Gray 0.28
Bill Davis 6.12 George Barr 2.56 Ed Zell 0.96 Barbara Levinson 0.24
Bob Zavoral 5.96  Arline Levy 2.42  Sam Pottle 0.92 Mark Ryan 0.16
Mary Franks 5.88 Richard Stawowy 2.40  Rex Savage 0.88  Boris Mindich 0.16
Phil Simborg 5.00 Steve Klesker 240  Wendy Kaplan 0.84  Frankie Farjood  0.16
Andy Krenitz 4.64 Peter Kalba 2.40  Bob Steen 0.80 Paul Lombardo  0.16
Rick Bieniak 4.44 Ken Bond 2.32

TAK MORIOKA (4.40) ended the last two tournaments of the month with victories en route to
July Player of the Month honors. Runner’s up were Tim Mabee (2.92) and Joe Wollick (2.00).

to be analyzed by Kit Woolsey

Tournament double match-point.
BLACK TO PLAY 1-1.

12041 0GR 8T
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SHADES

A RULES AND RULINGS COLUMN
© 1998 by Danny Kleinman

CONFLICTING MATCH SCORES

Dear Danny: Byron (White) plays
against Hugo (Black) in a tournament.
Early in their 9-point match, Byron loses a
redoubled game and credits him (Hugo) with
4 points on his scoresheet. Hugo sets up the
board for the next game, but then makes a
mistake in arithmetic, adding only 3 points
to his own score. The scoresheets read:

Byron’s Sheet  Hugo’s Sheet  Actual Score
ME HM ME HIM Hugo Byron
2= DR 0 2
2| 1 2 1 2
2- %5 AR % 5 2

Before rolling the dice to start the next
game, Hugo says, “I’m ahead four-two.”
Though this differs from Byron’s score,
Byron says nothing.

Next game Hugo rolls two sets of
double-4s early, and doubles Byron out.
Hugo announces, “Now I lead five-two,”
and adds 1 point to his score. Byron again
remains silent, but makes no entry on his
own scoresheet. The scoresheets now read:

Byron's Sheet  Hugo's Sheet  Actual Score
ME HIM ME HIM Hugo Byron
2() ()58 0 2
2 | 1 2 1 2
D=l b 5 2
Buagin? 6 2

Finally, in what Hugo thinks is the
Crawford Game, Byron wins a gammon,
and claims victory. The complete record of
the match:

Byron's Sheet  Hugo's Sheet  Actual Score
ME HIM ME HIM Hugo Byron
2= = =2 0 2
] 1 2 1 2
s e il ) 5 2
65 S0 6 2
EESth 5576 6 6
7—=="8 BT 6 7L
e 56 O = 7 7
9 8 Brt 7 9 7

B9

Some time later, Roger the Kibitzer
picks up the scoresheet that Hugo has left
on the table, runs over to Hugo (who has
Jjoined a chouette) and says, “You bee-geed
Byron the Unbackgammonable? Congratu-
lations!”

“I wish I had,” sighs Hugo. “I had a

blitz going in the next-to-last game and
would have won the match if Byron hadn’t
rolled double-5s on the last shake to run
his last two men from my home court.”
Roger points to the place on Hugo'’s
scoresheet where 3 point were recorded.
Digging Byron’s scoresheet from the trash,
Hugo sees the discrepancy in the number
of entries, reconstructs what happened,
and asks a director what should be done.
How would you rule? Does it matter if
Byron has begun his next match, or that the
error was discovered only because of
Roger’s remark?—Director Debbie

Drar DeBBIE: The “Madison Backgam-
mon Club Tournament Rules and Proce-
dures” included in ...But Only The Hogs
Win Backgammons states clearly, “12.
SCORE. Each player shall keep a running
score of the match . . . and check his score
with his opponent’s at the start of each
game.” U.S. Tournament Rules and Proce-
dures state similarly.

Hugo made an error in arithmetic, but
obeyed the rules by calling out the score as
he had recorded it so that Byron could
draw attention to any discrepancy. Byron
violated the rules three times:

(1) By neglecting to say “I have you
leading 5-2” after the third game.

(2) By failing to correct Hugo’s “5-2”
score after the fourth game.

(3) By omitting an entry for the fourth
game from his scoresheet entirely.

You don’t have to be a lexicographer to
understand that to “keep a running score”
means to add points to the winner’s total
after each game, and that to “check a score
with your opponent” means to correct any
error in his announcement.

Likewise, you don’t have to be a Su-
preme Court Justice to understand that
Byron must not be permitted to benefit
from his obviously deliberate infractions. It
does not matter whether the person who
notices the infraction is Hugo himself, Roger
the Kibitzer, or Judy the Janitor when she
empties the trash three hours later. Byron
loses the match, and gets a warning not to
repeat his behavior. A mere warning, rather
than expulsion from the whole tournament,
is in order because the rule violated is
unusual in requiring affirmative action. No
other rule places a burden on a player to
correct an opponent’s error.

If Byron has begun his next match, his
new opponent may either continue the
match with its current score or start it
anew, with Hugo taking Byron’s place as
his opponent. If Byron has already won any

additional matches, then his last defeated
opponent takes his place in the tournament
and is subject to the same guidelines as
described above. In this instance, Hugo is
out of luck entirely. Thus Hugo may still
pay a price for his error even though Byron
is not permitted to profit from it.—Yours,
Danny A

=

Have you ever been involved in a que:
tionable ruling? Get Danny Kleinman’s
opinion. Write to: Shades of Gray; c/o
CHICAGO POINT; 3940 W. Bryn Mawr
Ave. 504; Chicago, IL 60659-3155.

AMERICAN
TOUR * 1998

46th Indiana Open
Labor Day Weekend

Indianapolis, Indiana

September 4-7, 1998

Sheraton/Westin Hotel
8787 Keystone Crossing
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 846-2700 » (800) 325-3535
$77 Single/Double ® $101 Suite

Butch and Mary Ann Meese
(317) 255-8902
E-mail: meese@worldnet.att.net
httpy/home.att.net/~meese/d6indopn.htm

{J ILLINOIS ACTION

Tuesday, 6:15 p.v. at Golden
Flame, 6417 W. Higgins Rd.,
Chicago; 773/792-0424.

CHICAGO
BAR
POINT
CLUB

Bill Davis Sunday Bimonthly, 12:00 noon
773/583-6464 | at Anyway’s Chicago Grill &
Peter Kalba Bar, 5 E. Roosevelt Rd., Oak-

773/252-7755 | brook Terrace;630/932-9323.

PUB CLUB: Tourn. Monday, 7:30 p.m. at The Old Main Inn,
2330 N. Main St., Wheaton. V. W. Zimnicki (630/924-8632).
GAMES PEOPLE PLAY: Tourn. Monday, 6:30 p.u. at The Clique,
2347 S.Michigan, Chicago. Reginald Porter (773/471-5066).
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL BG CLUB: Tournaments Mon-
day, 6:30 p.m. at Ride The Nine, 503 N. Prospect,
Bloomington. Gary Daniels (309/452-3034)

SANGAMON VALLEY BG ASSN: Tournaments Wednes-
day, 6:00 p.m. at Brewhaus, 617 E. Washington, Springfield.
Ben Zemaitis (217/483-4028).

WINNETKA BG CLUB: Tournaments Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
at 620 Lincoln, Winnetka. Trudie Chibnik (847/446-0537).
PEORIA BACKGAMMON CLUB: Tourn. Thurs., 6:30 p.M. at Peoria
Pizza Works, 3921 Prospect, Peoria. Ed Zell (309/673-7622).

@
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BOOK REVIEW...

[Continued from page 1]

“Black’s punishment was swift and
horrible to behold. After White rolled 61 and
played 23/16, Black rolled the dreaded 65,
and was forced to play 7/1, 6/1, leaving two
blots. White rolled a perfect 41, hitting both.
Black danced, and White finished his coup
with a 43, closing his board and eventually
winning a gammon. White (Luigi Villa) went
on to win the match and the World Champi-
onship.”

Bray’s parallel text will be appreciated
by connoisseurs of the Art of the Paraphrase:

“For once the backgammon gods were
awake. After white had rolled 61, black
rolled 65 and had to leave two blots with 7/1,
6/1. White hit them both with 41, later
closed his board and won a gammon. Black,
his morale and concentration shattered,
faded fast, and white—Luigi Villa—went on
to become World Champion . ..”

A 81T OF PAUL MAGRIEL’S Backgammon
also finds its way into BG—An “Indepen-
dent” View. Here is Magriel introducing
the value of the Golden Point:

“Backgammon is often a game of sud-
den reverses. A player who is in a winning
position may get hit by a freak shot, or stay
out a crucial roll against a 2- or 3-point
board. You can never completely prevent a
sequence of fluke rolls and unexpected
disasters...”

Bray’s version from page 35:

“Backgammon is a game with outra-
geous reversals of fortune. You can be
cruising to victory and suddenly fail to enter
on a 2 point board for three rolls. Or you
may get hit by a freak shot...”

Unsurprisingly after this intro, Bray’s
Golden Point problem on page 35 is the
first position in Magriel’s Golden Point
chapter. It is the play of 2-2 in response to an
opening 32 played 13/11, 13/10. Magriel’s
(and Bray’s) solution is 24/20(2), which is
correct at certain match scores (when
gammon avoidance is especially important)
but slightly wrong for money, according to
current expert opinion. Considered best is
6/4(2) 13/11(2).

I won’t bore you with a long list of
Bray’s borrowings. These two happen to be
the clearest instances approaching outright
plagiarism that I have found, but there are a
number of others.

Curiously, Bray mentions on an
“Acknowledgements” page that he has
“made use of one or two positions taken
from games published in” Inside Backgam-

mon, Flint Area Backgammon News, and
Chicago Point. The British are known for
irony and understatement. I noticed six
positions that had come from the Chicago
Point alone. These positions had made
their way across the Atlantic with narrative
structures, key descriptive phrases, and in
one case rollout results and match equity
numbers attached.

You’ll find “old friends” of another sort
in BG: An Independent View as well. They
include the “Thorpe Count,” the “Robertie
8%/9%/12% Rule” for race doubles, the
“Jacoby Paradox,” several well-known 5-5
opening blitzes, the 3-to-1 odds rule for
take/drop decisions, and a few elementary
bear-offs. Bray’s explanations of the basic
arithmetic of backgammon are lucid. He
also does a decent job of describing the
mechanics of tournament play including the
“Crawford Rule” and the free drop.

THE MOST ORIGINAL MATERIAL in the book
is often the weakest. In one sketch,
Sherlock Holmes muses about how many
market losers you need to justify doubling.
In the course of a chat with Dr. Watson he
gives a fine explanation of what constitutes
market-loss, but then he blows it by con-
cluding that if 25% of all 2-roll sequences
are market-losers you should double.
Holmes provides no justification for this
rule of thumb and as far as I know it has no
value, either theoretical or practical.

It is easy to find bear-off positions in
which more than 25% of the 2-roll sequences
lose your market, but all of the others lose
the game. Similar situations arise in the
middle-game. Every backgammon player
has had positions in which he is croaked
unless he rolls a specific winning number,
which would lose his market 31% of the
time. At the other end of the spectrum,
holding games that are clear redoubles,
even though you can’t lose your market
unless you roll double-twos or better, are
quite common. Certain close-out endgames
cut the market-loss requirement right down
to the vanishing point.

Bray writes with fluidity and assurance,
the result being that sometimes you may
not notice, at first, that what he is saying
makes no sense. For example, an article
called “Thinking About Backgammon
(Part IT)” contains the following paragraph
from page 103:

“Consider the volatility of the position.
Many people make their cube decisions by
simply comparing the position based upon
their memory of similar positions (i.e. their
experience.) For example, ‘| have a 3-point
holding game with racing equity—it must

You are left hanging, wondering just
how volatility affects the take/drop decision
in a 3-point game. Actually it doesn’t.

A FAIR NUMBER of the articles consist of
positions from the author’s own games.
Needless to say, any position that was
problematic to someone can be rolled out
by Jellyfish™ and written up instructively.
In many cases Bray succeeds. But he is not
an expert player, and his choices range
from the trivial to the abstruse. Bray writes
down positions that he dropped, for in-
stance, only to discover later that the real
question was whether his opponent should
have doubled. This is one of the reasons I
would hesitate to recommend the book,
even to a beginner. It takes an expert’s
judgement to pick good problems, to
reliably determine how difficult they are,
and to fit the analytical text to his audience.

Unfortunately for the would-be writer
of a backgammon book for beginners, the
competition is almost impossible to beat.
Bill Robertie’s Backgammon for Winners
is marvelously lucid, acutely instructive
without being intimidating, and in short
virtually perfect for the complete new-
comer to our game. And Paul Magriel’s
Backgammon, though beginning to show
its age, is still “The Way” for the serious
beginner who wants to move into the upper
ranks without taking any unnecessary
detours. A

ARLYNNE SIMON DIES OF CANCER

Arlynne Simon, long time Chicago back-
gammon player died of lung cancer 31 July
1998. She was 53.

Ms. Simon was active with Valerie
Valentine’s Backgammon Club of Chicago
in the 1970s and served as a Chicago Cup
tournament coordinator through 1983.

She continued to play backgammon and
occasionally attended the Bar Point Club.
Ms. Simon’s other passion in life was
thoroughbred horse racing. A

The late Arlynne Simon (left) pictured at
the 1977 Chicago Cup UNICEF charity
tournament with former Backgammon Club
of Chicago director Valerie Valentine.

be a take.”
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MEYBURG...

[Continued from page 1]

three games and knot the score at 20-all.
Now we had a 5-point match to determine
the 1998 World Champion . . .

[Look for the entire match analysis in the
next issue of Backgammon Magazin. For
order information, see the advertisement
on page 9.—FEd.]

25-point final match. Meyburg (Black) and
Winslow (White) tied at 20-20. Game 24.

Meyburg: 20 Winslow: 20
1)52: 13/8, 13/11 52:13/8, 24/22
2) 51: 8/3*, 24/23

A hit on the 3-point doesn’t promise big gains.
Fighting for the 4- or 5-point would be more
understandable. The big split (24/18) is better
than 24/23 8/3* because it fights for a more
valuable point with less risk.

2)

3) 53: 25/20, 23/20

4) 31: 8/5, 6/5

21 25]20°
53:8/3,6/3
55: 13/3, 6/1%, 6/1

13/8, 13/8 is slightly better than 13/3. As a rule of
thumb, each checker landing deep in your board
behind open points represents some degree of
wastage!

5) 62: 25/23,11/5
6) 64: 13/7, 6/2

7) 31:

8) 32: 25/23*, 5/2
9)32:25/23,6/3*
10) 63: 13/7,13/10
11) 21: 8/6, 8/7

10/7 forms a Stronger prime, leaves fewer blots,
and therefore is better.

11) 43: 24117

12) 22:10/8*,7/3, 7/5

Winslow (20)

02: 24122, 13/11(3)
21: 8/6, 3/2*
53:11/3

41.25/24, 22/18*
51:25/24,18/13
43:13/6

12 11 10 9

Meyburg (20)

This is a blunder. 10/8*, 8/4, 6/4 makes a supe-
rior point (4-point instead of the 3-point), keeps

the bar-point and is better by far (equity difference
=0.14).

12) 62:
13) Double to 2 Take
Winslow (20)

) 1y [ -~

Meyburg (20)

Elliott should pass this cube. In a 5-point match,
the takepoint in a gammonless position is lower
than in a money game, but the gammon price is
much higher than in a money game. Therefore the
takepoint in a gammonish position is higher than
in money play.

The position is a marginal take/pass in a money
game. But in a 5-point match, it's an easy pass.

14) 11: 8/7, 6/4, 5/4 (Jokerl) 52:
15) 64: 7/1%, 20/16 33:
16) 33: 23/20, 16/7 65:
17)63: 7/1,23/20 66:
18) 62: 20/12 66:
19) 61: 12/5 66:
20) 42: 20/16,20/18  66:
21)22:18/16,6/2,6/4  43:
22)21: 16/13 51:
23) 33: 16/7,13/10 43;
24) 63: 10/1 31:
25)51: 7/2, 5/4

Gammon wins are worth a lot at this match score.
They take Meyburg to Crawford lead. Therefore
Meyburg should take a little risk to increase his
chances to win a gammon: 7/2 1/off.

25) 41:
26)55:5/0(2), 4/0(2)  63:25/19

27) 64: 4/0, 4/0 61:25/18

28) 42: 3/0,2/0 11: 8/6(2)

29) 52: 3/0, 2/0 64:18/12,19/15
30) 44: 2/0(2),1/0(2)

Meyburg wins 4 points.

Game 25

Meyburg: 24 Winslow: 20

1) 63:24/18,13/10

2)61: 13/7*, 8/7
3) 44: 13/5*,13/5 62: 25/23,13/7
4)31: 24/21,6/5 64:10/4*, 8/4

51: 25/20, 24/23

5) 54: 25/20, 24/20 S8/

Elliott has to win this game to stay in business.
Gammons don’t count. Therefore he must fight!
Elliott does not have the timing to remain on the
23-point. 23/22, 7/2 (first choice) or 23/22, 13/8,
actively try to win the game with the direct game
plan of escaping with the back checkers and is
much better than the “no plan” 13/7.

6)33:13/10(2),6/32)  11:13/11(2)

7)61:10/4, 5/4 63:8/2, 6/3
8)61:10/3 63:8/2, 6/3
9)66: 7/1(2) 63:7/1, 7/4

10) 54: 20/11

Leaving the board with both checkers makes
Elliott’s job harder to close the board or to form a
prime. Winslow wants to make the 5-point. When
Meyburg runs one back man, Elliott may hit loose,
Slotting the 5-point in the process. 20/15 20/16
wins almost 5% more games than 20/11.

10) 11: 6/5%, 4/1
11) 54: 25/20%, 20/16 555
12)61:16/9 52:25/18

13) 41:11/7*,7/6 54:

14) 52: 8/3, 8/6 41:

15) 55: 9/4,6/1,5/0(2)  53:25/20,11/8
16) 52: 6/1, 3/1 22:11/5, 8/6
17) 31: 4/0

More checkers off with no visible additional risk
wins more games! 3/off 1/off is best (wins 2%

more games than 4/off)!

17) 51:20/15, 6/5
18) 32: 6/3, 6/4 65: 15/4

19) 55: 4/0(3), 3/0 63: 23/14

20) 21: 3/2*,2/0 64: 25/15

21) 44: 3/0(2), 1/0(2)

Meyburg wins one point, the match and becomes
the second player to win two Monte Carlo World
Championships (Bill Robertie did it in 1983 and

1987).

THE 34-vEAR-OLD CHAMP recently married
the charming Giana from Russia. He really
is on a winning streak!

All German players coming from
Nuremberg had reason to celebrate:
Meyburg won the World Championship,
Werner Hertel, Rudolf Frisch and Dragan
Mitrovic won the World Team Champion-
ship, beating the other Nuremberg team
(Manfred Hollederer, Dimitios Pappas,
Mark Anders) in the semifinals. This
reporter was 3rd/4th in the 2nd Consolation
bracket and recent German Open winner
Manfred Hollederer reached the finals of
the Last Chance.

Wonderful backgammon days in Monte
Carlo! Complete results follow on page
7.—Harald Johanni, Editor, Backgammon
Magazin A
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1998 MONTE CARLO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

hawthorne backgammon classic

CHAMPIONSHIP (220): Main: 1-Michael
Meyburg (Germany), 2-Elliott Winslow
(USA/Denmark),  3/4-Rageb  Shadallah
(USA) / Achim Miiller (Germany). 7st Con-
solation: 1-Tobias Christensen (Denmark),
2-Jorge-Alberto  Pan  (Argentina), 3/4-
Andreas Martens (Germany) / 3-Dirk
Schiemann (Germany). 2nd Consolation: 1-
Hugh Sconyers (USA), 2-Markus Michel
(Germany), 3/4-Mario Kuhl (Germany) /
Harald Johanni (Ger-
many). Last Chance:
IR RS ceha =d

Whitehouse  (Great
Britain), 2- Manfred
Hollederer (Ger-
many). Lady’s Prize:
Bai-Ling Nelson
(Hong Kong).

INTERMEDIATE (76):

Morgen Lindgaard (Denmark). 7st Consola-
tion: 1-Maria Akerob (Switzerland), 2-Jonas
Lofblad (Sweden). 3/4-Hanne Gjurup (Den-
mark) / Soren Bejder (Denmark). 2nd Con-
solation: 1-Hartiyun Martirosyan (Armenia),
2-Rikke Bodholdt (Denmark), 3/4-Klaus
Switon (Denmark) / Paul Baeyens (Bel-
gium). Last Chance: 1-Kim Brusgaard (Den-
mark), 2-Per Sorensen (Denmark). Lady’s
Prize: Danielle Bastarache (USA).

SUPER
(64):

JACKPOT
1-Ralf Jonas
(GER), 2-Vichai
Kwatra,  3/4-Hugh
Sconyers (USA) /2.
THE FORTIS WORLD
TEAM EVENT: 1-
“Kutscher”— Werner
Hertel, Rudolf Frisch,
Dragan Mitrovic (Ger-

Main: 1-Steven Choi j many), 2-“Feuer’—
(USA), 2-Lui Vardj : . : — —— Leonid Riskin, Slava
(Israel), 3/4-Rudolf Meyburg with runner-up Elliott Winslow Pradkin, Nadijib
Escll (Germany) 7 ~ Etiioianames eciemony. Salamzy (Mixed).

Arthur ~ Muradyan TENNIS  TOURNA-
(Armenia).  7st Consolation: 1-Ronald  MENT: Men’s Doubles: 1-Marco Valpiani/

Reinhardt (Germany). 2-Souhail Atie (Leba-
non). 3/4-Torben Nielsen (Denmark) /
Jesper Christianssen (Denmark). 2nd Con-
solation: 1-Jakov Nepominiachi (Russia), 2-
Anders Nielander (Denmark), 3/4-Oliver
Schneiter (Switzerland / Rasmus Hansen
(Denmark). Last Chance: 1-Serge Nadjar
(France), 2-Peter Winkler (Austria). Lady’s
Prize: Gitte Dalgaard (Denmark)

BEGINNER (64): Main: 1-Karsten Bolge
(Denmark), 2-Christian Walliker (Switzer-
land), 3/4-Danielle Bastarache (USA) /

Oliver Schnieter, 2-Raul Timerman/Parker
Calvalho. GOLF TOURNAMENT:1-Bruno Le
Milinaire (France), 2nd-Robert Lindbom
(Sweden).

COURTESY TROPHY: Chris Ternel (Den-
mark). TRAVELING TROPHY: Vichai Kwaira
(Thailand). FIDELITY TROPHY: Paul Magriel
(USA).  CHAIRMAN'S TROPHY: Patti
Donner, Ron Rubin (USA). ELEGANCE TRO-
PHY (MEN): Ralph Ludwig (Germany/Swit-
zerland). ELEGANCE TROPHY (WOMEN):
Ihomi Kipoporo (Japan).

Join us for the last ABT-rated midwest tourney of the year.
The Twin Cities Backgammon Club presents:

The Minnesota State Backgammon Championships
September 18-20, 1998 ;

45 Minneapolis Athletic Club _
° 615 Second Avenue South L AMERICAN|

® . E : | BACKGAMMON |
Minneapolis, Minnesota

(612) 339-3655

Featuring Open, Intermediate and Novice play. Plus $300 Autumn
Jackpot, Blitz Tourney, Mini-Matches, Doubles Tourney and Jackpots.

To request an invitation, contact Steve Maas: (612) 378-1536

THE HAWTHORNE WINNING
PARLAY: CRAMER & FERRIS

D ave Cramer and Roz Ferris found the
surroundings of Hawthorne Race
Course to their liking as both were victori-
ous at the Hawthorne Backgammon Clas-
sic. The 10th Annual event was staged at
the course in Cicero, Illinois on 18 July.

Cramer defeated Joe Wollick in a tight
Open division battle to earn his winner’s
circle appearance in “an event I’ve always
wanted to win.”

Hawthorne Open winner Dave Cramer
(center) in the winner’s circle with BPC
director Bill Davis and winning jockey
Jesse Campbell.

Roz Ferris put on a great stretch drive
to win among the Intermediates. Trailing Ken
Tyszko 6-0 in the 7-point finals, she “went
to the whip” and pulled out victory 7-6.

Roz Ferris making her comeback in the
Intermediate division vs. Ken Tyszko.

Following the tourney, 10 of us went to
Tommy Gunn’s Garage for dinner and a
roaring 20s show. Roz Ferris was even
called up on stage and proved she could
ham it up with the best of them! Lots of fun.

Thanks to Caryl Meadows of Haw-
thorne Race Course for her assistance in
staging this popular event. Results:

10TH HAWTHORNE BACKGAMMON CLASSIC

OPEN (17): 1-Dave Cramer, 2-Joe
Wollick; 1C-Bill Davis.

INTERMEDIATE (15): 1-Roz Ferris, 2-Ken
Tyszko; 1C-Linda Woods.

August 1998
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last month’s position

PROBLEM #245

ANALYZED
by Jake Jacobs

Match to 5 points. Black leads White, 2
to 0. Black on roll. CUBE ACTION(S)?

12 11 10

his problem came to me in the mail—

the e-mail. My friend Phil Simborg
plays backgammon online. FIBS,
GamesGrid, anyplace that will accept his
little electrons as members. When con-
fronted with a position that baffles him, he
saves the screen, then sends copies to his
friends seeking feedback. Currently he is
generating more feedback than a vintage
Deep Purple concert.

Phil was Black, and doubled. His

opponent, Loner, took. JellyFish™ (level

7) agrees with the take. So, we have two
reliable robots that believe this to be
double/take. We also have several less
reliable humans who see this as anything
from no double to drop.

Let’s decide what we should do for
money, then see what effect, if any, the
score will have on our decision.

Three-point games, indeed, holding
games in general, are often misunderstood.
If the race were close, this might not be a
double. Here White trails by 29 pips. Can
she hit often enough to take? Black has a
hole in his prime. Can White exploit the
gap in Black’s grin often enough to wipe
the smile off Black’s face? Black’s chances
of filling in the gap are quite good. With
large numbers he will bring down builders,
and with small numbers he will make the
point. Even if White is lucky enough to hit
an early fly shot (e.g. each side rolls 6-2
this turn), Black will remain the favorite.

The extra man, back on the acepoint, is
just that—an extra man back. Yes, some-
times that man will get and hit shots missed
by the primary anchor, but my rule of
thumb is: if I can’t see the shot coming this
roll, I’ll move that man if I can. With that
in mind, the third man back is a liability.
White loses some gammons because of that
checker.

JF’s rollouts are at variance with its
evaluation, and confirm that Loner should
have passed. White wins about one game in
four, and loses about one gammon in eight
games. Ownership of the cube is not
enough to overcome the gammon losses, as

we’ll see in a minute. This is a clear pass
for money.

Leading in a match, players are rightly
reluctant to cube, and happy to take. This
score, 3-away, 5-away, is one of the weird
ones. If we simply compute White’s
takepoint (I'm trying to spare everyone the
numbers) we find it to be slightly higher
than at money. But if we compute Black’s
takepoint when White redoubles, we find it
higher still. In other words, White has a
wide doubling window, and a powerful
recube. If White can make use of this
powerful cube, she will have an easy take.

One way to test this ability was to reroll
the position with the settlement lowered to
0.33. This approximated White’s recube
action at the score. The rollouts confirmed
my suspicion. White’s normal plan for
redoubling is to wait until she is in the
window, and has market-losers, then ship it
over. To redouble, White needs at least
40% game-winning chances. Typically,
White will get a shot, but will not have
enough equity to redouble before she hits.
Even a 15 number shot, with a closed
board, might not come to 40%. So, White
waits, hits, and then has blown completely
through her market. She cashes a game she
has already almost won. According to the
rollouts, she wins an extra 3% with the
cube. In 100 games, she wins 28, gets
gammoned 12 and loses another 60.

The correct action is double/pass. Nice
going, Phil! Looks like we should be
sending our posers to you, rather than the
reverse. A

‘ AMALGAMATION ‘

Congratulations to Laila Leonhardt (Den-
mark/IL) who was granted an O-1 Visa by
the US Government. This special visais only
awarded to extraordinarily talented people.
Laila is the first to be granted such a visa for
backgammon which is regarded as a “mind
sport.”... GamesGrid is offering a
Stripgammon tournament online. Get the
juicy details at: http://www.lvdi.net/~eric/
royalflush/grid.html... Now you can buy
backgammon supplies online with your credit
card. Visit Richard McIntosh’s “Backgam-
mon Deli” at http://www.straight8.com/
bg.deli. It’s quite a site.... Get well wishes to
Tim Carroll (IL) who was hospitalized last
month... Also, we wish all the best to long-
time Bar Point Club and Pub Club player
Don Jayhan (IL) who is recovering from a
blood clot in his lung. We’re glad you’re out
of the hospital, Don!... Congratulations to
Carol Joy Cole (MI) on maintaining an

award-winning website: “Mark Your Calen-
dar—Alive!” The Internet address is: http://
homepage.interaccess.com/~chipoint/
calendar.html. .. Both Jake Jacobs (IL) and
Jerry Feinstein (IL) were on a recent “Wild
Chicago” television show. Jake for his gim-
mick road rallye hobby, Jerry for his Civil
War reenactment interests... Backgammon
By The Bay director Beth Skillman and
Richard MclIntosh are putting out feelers on
behalf on a national backgammon organiza-
tion. If you wish to be involved, contact Beth
at 831/688-9722, or e-mail her at:
beth@backgammon.org... If you’re going
to the Peoria Summer Sizzler on Sunday, 23
August in Lacon, IL, be sure to consider the
22 August Picnic (hosted by Cliff Mayoh) at
Peoria director Ed Zell’s new house. $8 gets
you a filet mignon, baked potato, sweet corn,
beer, wine, and soda. Call Ed for the details:
309/674-0557 or Cliff at: 309/691-8983. And
don’tforget to bring a bathing suit!. .. Here’s
another cooling idea: Backgammon By The
Bay director Beth Skillman (CA) awarded

ice cubes to 19 July tourney winners: 75 to
the Beginner, 150 to the Intermediate, and
300 ice cubes to the Open victor! A

March 19-21, 1999
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who did what

WINNER’S
CIRCLE

1

Apr.-May 1998

+1998 Argentine Championship (Buenos
Aires, Argentina; Mondays & Wednesdays
in June)... CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS:
Marcelo Di Filippo, Rafael Dana, Alberto
Kemerian, Hugo Ergueta. JUNIOR WIN-
NERS: Ezequiel Silberleib, Jimmy Fouguet,
lgnacio Sagues, Maria Aguilar. BEGINNER
WINNERS: Mabel Mateo.

eHong Kong Monthly (Hong Kong; 1
June)... OPEN: 1-Steve Nelson, 2-Bai Ling
Nelson; 1C-Jerry Godsey, 2C-Rick
Munchkin. CHAMPIONSHIP (6): 1-Cynthia
Roberts, 2/3-Chris Roberts / Robert Stone.

eNorthern Ohio Monthly Tournament (Can-
ton, OH; 14 June)... OPEN (16): 1-Mary
Hickey, 2-Adam Versaw (PA).

*5th German Open (Brakel, Germany; July
3-8)... OPEN: 1-Manfred Hollederer.

*10th City of Venice Tournament (Venice,
Italy; 9-12 July)... CHAMPIONSHIP (74):
1-Teppo Salo (Finland), 2-Vittorio Castro
(Italy), 3/4-Paul Magriel (USA) / Carlo
Facchetti (ltaly); 1C-Francois Tardieu

(France), 2C-Gerard Gohler (Germany);
1LC-Hendrik Muysers (Germany), 2LC-
Mika Mdkinen (Finland). INTERMEDIATE
(68): 1-Halil Tulan (Switz), 2-Damian
Plesec (Slovenia), 3/4-Christian Zenkner
(Germany) / Enrico Dell'anna (Italy); 1C-
Roberto Gobbo (ltaly), 2C-Rabio Russi
(Italy); 1LC-Erald Etmayer (Austria), 2LC-
Peter Bardhele (Germany). BEGINNER
(34): 1-Todor Gurgenielze (Georgia), 2-
Claurio Isotti (ltaly); 1C-Paolo Martin
(Italy), 2C-Fabio Campiutti (ltaly); 1LC-
Gianni Marotta (Italy), 2LC-Jessica Gabbai
(Italy). WARM-UP (128): 1-Irwin Zamore
(USA), 2-Rino Mathis (Switz). TEAM
TOURNAMENT (25 Teams): 1-Zigani
(Grigore, Rigon, Markotic), 2-Vienna Bulls
(Higatsberger, Parlow, Edy). FIBS CUP
(21): 1-Roberto Terenziani (ltaly), 2-Roland
Klein (Germany). DAL NEGRO ITALIAN

CHAMPIONSHIP:  1-Elmar  Kofler, 2-
Antonino Di Bella. ITALIAN CHAMPION-
SHIP: 1-Giuseppe Bal, 2-Pierbiorgio

D'Ancona.... Dario De Toffoli reports that
almost 200 players from 25 countries par-
ticipated.

*BIBA Bonus No. 1 (Birmingham, England;
11-12 July)... MAIN (32): 1-Alistair Hogg,
2-Matthew Pinnell. CONSOLATION (30): 1-
Chris Evans, 2-Julian Hayhurst.

CRACKSHOT (32): 1-Ralph Eskinazi, 2-
John Broomfield. FRIDAY NIGHT KO (11):
1-Michael Crane, 2-John  Slattery.
DOUBLES (6): 1/2-Roystirrers / Never Win
a Doubles.

«3rd Liverpool Open (Liverpool, England;
18 July)... MAIN (16): 1-Simon Jones, 2-
John Eddlestone. CONSOLATION (24): 1-
Joseph Levy, 2-Chris Curzon.  LAST
CHANCE (22 + 42 buybacks): 1-Jim
Pennington, 2-Barry Teece. ONE-POINT
SHOOTOUT (42): 1-Tim Cross, 2-Steve
Simpkin.

eBackgammon by the Bay Monthly (San
Mateo, CA; 19 July)... OPEN (21): 1-Rawlin
Pullen, 2-Mike Fujita, 3/4-Nick Ballard / Ray
Fogerlund; 1C-Paul Albert, 2C-Ken Arnold.
INTERMEDIATE (16): 1-Timothy Jaxon, 2-
Lorien Phippeny; 1C-Richard Gibson, 2C-
Hristo Zahov. BEGINNER (8): 1-Zaya
Roveil, 2-Brad Vogt, 3/4-Igor Krivokon /
Eileen Wilkins.

eBar Point Sunday (Oakbrook Terrace, IL; 9
Aug.)... OPEN (10): 1/2-Phil Simborg / Joe
Wollick, 3/4-Steve Mellen / Dave Cramer;
1C-Paul Friedman, 2C-Andy Krenitz. IN-
TERMEDIATE (12): 1-Joe Wehrle, 2-Roz
Ferris, 3/4-Rich Stawowy / Marc Rosset;
1C-Mark Murray, 2C-Stan Kucharz. A

Don't be a chicken player!
Start reading .

Printed bilingually (German/

English) and including:

e Backgammon Problems

» Tournament Calendar

e Review of New Backgammon
Books and Computer Software

e Tournament Reports with An-
notated Matches

 Lessons and Analytical Articles

Issues and Rates:

Backgammon Magazin includes 4
issues per year with a minimum 70
pages per issue.

4-Issue Subscription Rate: (Europe
airmail or Outside Europe surface
mail): $55 us or 80 om. Outside Eu-
rope air mail: $95 us or 144 pm.

Order Backgammon Magazin!

Mail your name & address with a check
drawn on a German bank (add $15 for a
foreign bank personal check), interna-
tional postal money order or cash to:
Edity Johanni, Emil-Nolde-Str. 26,
90455 Niirnberg, Germany -or-
Harald Johanni, Hochstr 7, 90429
Niirnberg, Germany.

Telephone: +49-911-269567
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international Backgammon Tournament
Oct. 13" to 18™ 1998

S 55,000

The Biggest Added Prize Money in the World

Py Cosmos Hotel & Casino Y5 v 5¢
One of the Newest and Bigyest Casinos in Europe

Welcome Cocktail Entry Fee  Registration

Gala Dinner & Show Master $ 750 $ 100
Prize Giving Cocktail Intermediate $ 250 $ 70
Auction Last 32 Beginners $100 $ 50

3 Doubles $ 160 $ 40

Quarter Entries

” Team $ 180 $ 45

Over 40 Trophies 190 0
Mini Jackpots Quarter Entry $ $ 100
Gala Dinner & Show $ 35

Free Dinner Buffet
$ 2,000 Super Jack Pot for all Casino Players

All Night Playing Room Warm Up - Free Stay for 2

Progressive Consolation

Visa Support
You must have a Visa fo visit Russia, for official Visa invitation
Confacl as soon as possible ACADEMSERVICE in Moscow
Fax 7 095 755 88 55 Tel 7 095 755 8858 or 7 095 128 9370
e-mail - light@acase.ru

Tournament Directors Olga & louri Akopov, President MBF
Moscow Backgammon Federation 67-6 Bolshaya Ordynka Street 113184 Moscow, Russia
Fax & Tel 7095 299 2759 Tel 7 095 974 9931 or 7095 767 7376

Tournament Sponsors * CASINO COSMOS - Commercial Bank TUSAR




